Home Service Sheet For 18th April 2021
Call to Worship:                     Psalm 67:1-7
Heavenly Father we give you thanks and praise for the Gospel we have received. Your Son,
Jesus Christ died for our sins – hallelujah! Death comes to all through Adam, and sin reigns for
a time. New life without end comes through Jesus, who reigns for ever. Death, where is your
victory? Death, where is your sting? Death is swallowed up in victory, the victory you give us in
Christ. Father, we confess that it is because of our sin that Jesus had to die on the cross, and
so we are sorry for all the wrongs that we have said and done. Forgive us our sin, and help us
to change evermore into the likeness of Your Son. Thank You for Your love, mercy and Grace
offered to us through Your Son. May we remain ever thankful to You, day by day. In Jesus’
Name we ask this prayer, amen.
Read or sing the hymn My Jesus, I love Thee by William R Featherston
https://youtu.be/R0uasWTwKkg
	1 My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine;
for Thee all the follies of sin I resign;
my gracious Redeemer, my Saviour art Thou;
if ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.
	2 I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me
and purchased my pardon on Calvary's tree;
I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow;
if ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

	3 I'll love Thee in life, I will love Thee in death,
and praise Thee as long as Thou lendest me breath,
and say when the death-dew lies cold on my brow:
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.
	4 In mansions of glory and endless delight,
I'll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright;
I'll sing with the glittering crown on my brow:
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Bible Reading                              Luke 24:33-49
Last week we read Luke’s account of Jesus appearing to two of His followers on the road to Emmaus. He walked with them, explained how the scriptures pointed to Him, and then revealed Himself to them in the breaking of bread. Today we pick up on what happened next, still on that first Easter Day. After Jesus disappeared from them, the two followers hurried back to Jerusalem where the Apostles were gathered together in order to share the wonderful news that Jesus was alive. When they get there, however, the Apostles are already talking about Jesus’ resurrection following the Saviour’s appearances to Mary Magdalene, the other women and Peter.
As Cleopas and the other disciple are telling the Apostles about their encounter with Jesus, the risen Lord now appears to them all then and there. One of the questions that the Church and various scholars have talked much about over the years is what was Jesus’ risen body like. In reading Luke chapter 24 we are possibly given the best evidence of all.
Firstly, Jesus resurrected body was still physical. We see this through the fact that He invites the gathered throng to touch Him, and also because He eats fish! Secondly, although physical, Jesus’ risen body is different. Jesus is able to either disappear and reappear at will, or can now walk through walls. This is, of course, not something that we can currently do – have you ever tried walking through a wall? However, Scripture tells us that when we are raised to life again our resurrected bodies will be like this (see Philippians 3:20-21 & 1 John 3:2). What matters most, though, is the fact that Jesus has physically risen from the dead.
Why does the exact manner of Jesus’ resurrection matter so much? Pastor John MacArthur gives several reasons for this, of which I want to share two here. Firstly, it demonstrates God’s complete victory over sin. Sin’s deserved punishment is death – both spiritual and physical, and so in order to have fully defeated sin at the cross Jesus must not only be made spiritually alive again, but also physically. Jesus has conquered death and sin! Secondly, and perhaps most importantly, Jesus’ physical resurrection proves that God, our Father, is completely satisfied with His Son’s sacrifice. To quote MacArthur, “Saving faith comes when one acknowledges Jesus as Lord, affirming that God raised Him from the dead, and thus demonstrated His approval of Christ’s atoning work on the cross.”
How then should we respond to the wondrous good news of Jesus’ resurrection and the salvation God graciously offers to us through His Son? Jesus explains that He had to suffer and die for the sin of humanity, before explaining to the gathered followers what they were to do next. Jesus says, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” (verses 46-48) They had seen what Jesus had done with their own eyes, and were to give testimony to that to others. We are also to give testimony to what God has done for us through His Son, Jesus Christ,
We are to proclaim ‘repentance for the forgiveness of sins”. This is at the very heart of the Gospel. We are saved by God’s grace in Christ, through faith in Jesus and what He has done for us at the cross. To have faith in Christ also means to repent of our sin that we might receive forgiveness from the Father. To repent of sin means to not only recognise that an action (e.g. stealing) is wrong, but to stop doing it. Repentance is about a change of direction or focus in our lives - it’s no longer all about us and our desires, but rather it’s about God in Christ and His desires. We cannot have genuine faith in Christ and continue to routinely steal or murder etc. Yes, we may still fall into temptation and sin, but we recognise it is wrong, and we try our best to do what is right with God’s help.
Next week we will come to the promise of empowerment, or enabling, that Jesus gives to His followers. We are not on our own when it comes to proclaiming the true Gospel message to others – God provides us with the encouragement and enabling that we need. The Christian faith is not something that is supposed to just be a private thing between us and God. Our faith is to be proclaimed so that others may also come to a saving faith in Jesus Christ themselves. May we each seek to be witnesses to all that Jesus Christ has done for us, dying on the cross, being buried and being raised again to life in accordance with the Scriptures for the forgiveness of our sin
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Loving and gracious God, You hear our cries and answer when we call upon You. We pray today for the world; for all who cry out from hunger, violence, or oppression. May we who have received Your bounty share with others the good gifts we have been given, and work for a world where peace and justice flourish.
· We continue to pray for front-line workers, nurses, and carers and all those who are risking their health, and sometimes their lives, on our behalf at this time. We pray for all those who are resident in nursing homes or care homes, and ask that You will comfort them as they wait to be reunited with their loved ones, some of whom they have not seen for over a year.
· We bring before You those who are ill or stressed by money worries or problems in relationships. In a moment of quietness, we pray for those who we know who are suffering and in need of Your touch just now. We name them to You in the stillness of our hearts.
· We give You thanks, O Lord, that You are present in our homes and in our lives. We ask Your blessing on those who have guided and enriched our lives, and we ask for strength and wisdom to enable us, in turn, to enrich the lives of others. May we share with them the light of the Gospel both in word and deed.
· Gracious God, we pray for our fellow believers wherever they may be. Strengthen each disciple by Your Holy Spirit, enabling them to proclaim the Gospel with boldness. Build Your Church, o Lord, and bring us all into the true unity of the Gospel we find in Jesus Christ.
We ask all these things through Jesus Christ, our Risen Saviour and Lord, Amen.
Blessing
The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and
strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God; and the blessing of Almighty God, the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with us all today and forevermore, amen.
