Home Service Sheet for Sunday 7 March 2021

Prepared by David Muschamp

Call to Worship                 Psalm 19

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, life and light of the universe, the one in whom the whole of creation is nurtured and held.
Because of Your tender mercy the rising dawn comes to us each new day, to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death.
May You guide our feet into the paths of peace, and lead us deeper into Your life and praise. Amen.

Sing or read the hymn Dear Lord and Father of mankind by John G. Whittier.
https://youtu.be/o4KnlQwzl3Y

	1. Dear Lord and Father of mankind
forgive our foolish ways;
re-clothe us in our rightful mind;
in purer lives Thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise.
	2. In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow Thee.


	3. Drop Thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of Thy peace.
	4. Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm!



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

Bible Readings: Exodus 20: 1-17; John 2: 13-22

Reflection by David Muschamp (Treasurer at Allerton Congregational Church)

In the opening verse of our reading from Exodus 20, God reminded the people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.’

The Ten Commandments provided and continue to provide God’s people with a framework that allows them to love one another, respect one another and care for one another as well as honouring God.

Reflecting on why God gave these commandments, it is important to remember where the Israelites had resided before this point in order to fully understand the rationale behind the Ten Commandments - the Israelites had escaped Egypt via the Red Sea and, having travelled through the desert, arrived at Sinai, the holy mountain of the Lord.

In Egypt, there were many different idols and gods, with each god representing a different part of life. To obtain as many blessings as possible, it was not unusual to worship multiple gods. To ask the Israelites to worship Yahweh was not an issue (what difference is one more going to make?!), but when Yahweh commands the Israelites that they shall worship only Yahweh and no other gods, it becomes a huge challenge!

Over the course of 2020 and early 2021, we have had to adapt and react to new and ever-changing rules, regulations and laws as a result of the very unpredictable Coronavirus pandemic. While there are some who have been very outspoken about such laws and regulations, the majority of society has conformed to them in the name of safety and out of love and respect for those around them, be it family, friends, neighbour or stranger.

When you look at the Ten Commandments through this lens, coupled with the context in which they were given by God, we can see that such laws are given in love and are not a means of control or oppression, but rather, as we read in Psalm 19, a means of promoting revival, wisdom, joy and light.

In our Gospel reading from John Chapter 2 is one of two accounts of Jesus clearing or cleansing the Temple; the second one, about three years later, is documented in the Synoptic Gospels.

What was it that so upset Jesus that day in the temple? What was it that so rattled his cage and got under his skin? Surely this whip-wielding figure causing such disruption to Israel’s most holy place does not sit easily with our image of Jesus as a man of peace and reconciliation, and you have to wonder why he was provoked to such extreme action.

Later in His ministry, when challenged about the greatest commandment in the Law in Matthew 22:35-40, ‘37 Jesus replied, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”’

Love God and love your neighbour is a summary of the Ten Commandments, where the first four are about our relationship with God and the last six about our relationship with others, our neighbour. If we live by these two commandments, everything else will fall into place.

In the Temple that day, Jesus saw the lack of love for God in the questionable politics and commerce practised by the Temple authorities, and the lack of love for neighbour in the exploitation of the poor and disadvantaged through the extortion by the traders and moneychangers.

Centuries before, the prophet Zechariah had looked forward to a day when people could come and offer sacrifices and ‘no longer will any trader be seen in the House of the Lord of hosts.’ That would be the day when God’s house would be purged of commerce and God would be freely available to all. And it is interesting what Jesus says, ‘do not turn my father’s house into a market!’ Here surely is what the Temple should have been, according to Jesus: the father’s house, open and welcoming to all the children. But this was not true of the Temple. This parental, compassionate God simply could not be glimpsed in what went on there. So this is what the temple represented to Jesus and this is what made Him so angry. It is clear that the God revealed to Israel in the passage from Exodus had been forgotten in the Temple in Jerusalem.

God loves us and in Jesus came among us to give us a glimpse of His parental compassion. Through His sacrificial death on the cross, Jesus has taken upon Himself the sins of the world, our sins, and we are cleansed through His blood and put back in a right relationship with our Father God and with our neighbour. Amen.

Prayers of intercession

Honour your parents. Don't kill. Don't commit adultery. Don’t steal. Don’t bear false witness.
That should be easy... no? And yet, these acts are being committed all over our world, Lord.
All over Your world.

Pause

Although it may not be on our doorstep people are being mindlessly killed across the globe, as a result of unnecessary conflict, corporate greed and evil regimes. And these people are part of our community too. For we all belong to You, God. We pray for all who are mourning loss this day.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Although it may not be hitting our bank balance, people are being robbed in every corner of this planet. Land and livelihood - snatched by corrupt governments. Crippling interest rates from payday loans and credit cards are causing vulnerable people to lose their homes and possessions, despite some seeing this as the only way to put food on the table or heat and light their home. And they are part of our community too. For we all belong to You, God. We pray for all who are caught in the spiral of debt.

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of love, open our eyes and ears to these situations. Inspire and guide us to play our part in bringing about change – standing against injustice; speaking up and stepping up. Inspire and guide those with the power to make a difference to act to intervene to save lives to rebuild and to restore.

Lord hear us, as we pray in the name of Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen

Prayer of blessing

Trusting that we are cared for and not controlled loved and not law-shackled blessed and not bound let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
And may the blessing of God Almighty Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us, those whom we love and those we struggle to love now and forever. Amen.
