Home Service Sheet For 28 February 2021
Call to Worship:               Psalm 111:5-10
 
We come before You, Creator God, to bring You our praise and worship, and to recall Your great love for us. Be with us, we pray, and unite us, by Your Spirit, with our family of faith. Refresh us body, mind, soul and spirit and open our hearts to hear and respond to Your Word. Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy blot out our sins. Wash us thoroughly from all our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin! Restore us and equip us to serve You better today, and every day. This we ask in the name of Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Sing or Read the hymn And Can it be by Charles Wesley
https://youtu.be/HdXKcbE0bAQ
	And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Saviour’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! how can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

	Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free;
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

	No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.

	


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading         Galatians 2:1-10
In the first chapter of Galatians Paul has used many words to argue that his authority and message come not from human beings, but directly from God in Jesus Christ. It may therefore seem odd that chapter 2 describes him consulting the Apostles in Jerusalem for approval and confirmation. However when we look closely we will see that this is no contradiction. Rather this was Paul’s way of responding to a particular situation amongst Gentile believers which he undertook because of a specific message from God (“I went up because of a revelation…” v.2)
It is most likely that this passage refers to Paul’s third journey to Jerusalem, as recorded for us in Acts 15. Luke’s account of the council of apostles and elders at that time seems to best fit the facts Paul states here. Paul was accompanied by both Barnabas and Titus. It is particularly interesting that Titus went with him as he was an uncircumcised Gentile believer – exactly the kind of Christian with which those who opposed Paul had the biggest problems. They said that any Gentile had to first become a Jew, by circumcision, before they could become a Christian. Perhaps by taking Titus, Paul was using him as a visual illustration of salvation without the need for circumcision.
On arriving in Jerusalem, Paul presented the Gospel that he preached to the Apostles. The way this is described might lead us to believe that Paul was unsure of the Gospel. He writes, “I… set before them… the Gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.” (v.2) A better understanding, I believe, is to say Paul rather wanted to make sure that the Apostles would say similar things to him before making the matter more public. In fact, the way he refers to the other Apostles makes this quite clear.
He refers to the Jerusalem Apostles as “those who seemed influential” (v.2, & v.6), “those who seemed to be influential” (v.6), and those “who seemed to be pillars” (v.9). There appears to be some sarcasm here, on Paul’s part, however it’s there to make fun of his opponents and not the Apostles. They claimed to teach what the Jerusalem Apostles taught, but this meeting proves this claim to be false. The Gospel that the Jerusalem church proclaimed is exactly the same Gospel that Paul preached to the Gentiles.
Perhaps the most important thing for us to grasp today, though, is the importance of standing up for the truth. I suspect that it would have caused Paul less trouble if he had said nothing publicly about the false ‘gospel’ being proclaimed by his opponents. However, God’s truth is too important to ignore. Paul says that he “did not yield in submission even for a moment” to the “false brothers” (v.4). The truth is essential, and when division is caused along these lines it is not those who stand firm on the truth who cause division, but rather those who proclaim novel or false teachings (see Jude verses 17-21). Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32) Let us be as firm as Paul in both knowing and proclaiming the Gospel, that we are saved by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ alone. Good works can never save us, only the death of Christ on the cross for our sakes can bring us eternal life to salvation. Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Ever living God, our Creator and Redeemer, You love us and know us so much better than we know ourselves. As we approach Your throne of grace we do so with confidence that You always hear us when we pray.
· Mighty God, we pray for the worldwide Church. We pray for congregations that meet in difficult and dangerous circumstances and at this time for all who cannot meet together in person. May they know Your abiding presence to give them courage and strengthen their faith. We pray for our own church, and bring before You all who lead and inspire us, those who visit and pray for the sick and bereaved and those who carry out the maintenance and administration of our churches.
· We pray, O Lord, for this world, and its people, with all their needs, questions and longings. We pray for all who work and suffer in such dreadful circumstances as the current epidemic, and for those who are tasked with providing medical and community support. We pray also for those who are responsible for the long term task of recovery, asking that You would grant to them wisdom and compassion as they seek the best way forward. 
· Merciful God, we ask that You would be close to those who feel the pain of the loss of a loved one, whether recent or as each anniversary passes. Help us, as Your people, to support all those who mourn, with our prayers, words of comfort and where we can, with practical help as they struggle to come to terms with their loss.
· Help us, O God, during the coming week to live out the Good News of Your Gospel. Give us the will each day to live in obedience to Your Word. Let our citizenship be in heaven with the whole company of the redeemed and with countless angels, praising, worshipping and adoring him who sits upon the throne forever and ever.
These things we ask in the name of Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing
 
Loving God, be with us today and always, empower us and dwell within us, cleanse, renew and reshape us. Remind us always that no matter what, You remain with us. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!
