Home Service Sheet for 21 March 2021 (Prepared by Mrs Sue Wiggins)
Call to Worship: Psalm 25:4-5
Father God, help us to have a right understanding of just how great, loving and merciful you are. We deserve your wrath and condemnation yet you spare us through the sacrifice of your Son. Let us show our gratitude by stepping closer to you today by studying your word and seeking your face in prayer. The better we know you, the more we appreciate you. The more we claim your promises the more blessings we receive. We can never thank you enough. Amen.
Read or Sing the hymn Great is Thy Faithfulness by Thomas Chisholm
https://youtu.be/dTKIqmdfHSk
	Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father
There is no shadow of turning with Thee
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be

	Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me

	Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love
	Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 and John 12:20-33
These are two of the Lectionary readings for this Sunday. They are like some of the 'compare and contrast' questions we used to see on exam papers – in this case comparing and contrasting the old and new covenants. The old covenant was like a cold prescription written on tablets of stone which the people soon broke. Before Christ came and died for our sins people were in bondage to the law. Thinking they could be saved by it, they became enslaved to trying – and failing – to keep it. What was written on the hearts of the people of the old covenant? Their sin was written there so that all they wanted to do was disobey God. Our salvation is of God but our sin and ruin are of ourselves.
But with the new covenant the opposite is true. When we turn our lives over to God, he, by his Holy Spirit, builds into us the desire to obey him. We who were once slaves are now God's very own children who have an intimate relationship with him. This new covenant is written on the hearts of believers. It is a warm delight not a cold prescription. It offers a unique personal relationship with God through the sacrifice of Christ. We can come into his presence knowing that he will welcome us as family members. Jeremiah looked forward to the day when Jesus would come to establish this. God showed Jeremiah that all believers would have the means of knowing God.
In John 12:24-25 Jesus gives us a beautiful picture of the necessary sacrifice he faced. A seed which has to die to produce many seeds. He had to die to pay the penalty for our sins and to show his power over death. His resurrection shows he has eternal life and because he is God he can give this same eternal life to all who believe in him and follow him.
Jesus goes on to talk about losing and gaining life. Verse 25 'If you love your life, you will lose it. If you give it up in this world, you will be given eternal life.' (CEV) 'Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.' (ESV)
We must be weaned from this world. Loving this world and our lives within it means we lose sight of the infinitely better life Christ promises to all who love him. Anyone so much in love with the life of the body as to deny Christ shall lose it. That is to say that they lose real happiness in the other world, while seeking to secure an imaginary one in this. They give up their very soul, and everything else, to focus on the pleasures of this world. Disciples of Christ are required to hate their life in this world.
Love and hate. Such a stark contrast. What did Jesus mean? We must be so committed to living for Christ that we 'hate' our lives by comparison. This does not mean that we long to die or that we are careless or destructive with the life God has given, but that we are willing to die if doing so will glorify God. Giving up self-centredness, and laying aside our striving for advantage over others, security and pleasure in the things of this world to serve God lovingly and freely. Releasing control of our lives to Christ brings eternal life and genuine joy.
Is joy then only to be found in the next life? No. We are asked to love God more than we love ourselves. What did Christ find pleasure in? Doing the will of his Father. He went to a wedding; had dinner with various people; he spoke about his Father whenever he had opportunity; he loved people. God has given us wealth to use wisely, people to love, care and pray for. He asks us to be examples for others. Can we find no pleasure in these things? Jesus cried. Do you think he also laughed? He got angry and sad. Do you think he also found joy? I don't think we have been saved for eternity to live a life without laughter, joy and pleasure. It is where we find these that matters.
One mentor of my walk with Christ died recently and his sons said of him that what controlled his life was this question he would ask himself 'Will this bring glory to God?' Could we live like that? What difference would it make to our lives if we asked ourselves this question regularly? What TV programmes might we turn off or what books would we choose to read – or not read? How might we respond to criticism? In what ways might we seek to affirm or encourage others? It is a real challenge to look at our lives so closely and analytically, but seen through God's eyes it might help us to change for the better.
Will you bring glory to God today or through the rest of this week?
Prayers of intercession
We pray for the Church. Make us long to praise you throughout this strange time. Through your creative Spirit fire our imaginations to proclaim your unchanging love in new ways. Thank you for the privilege and comfort of knowing you and being able to tap into your infinite resources.
We ask that those who feel isolated and alone will feel your presence. Thank you for those who reach out to the needy in practical ways. We pray for all those facing financial hardship that you would support and sustain them. We remember also those who seek to fulfil Christ’s command to love one another through the work of foodbanks and charities and through acts of simple kindness.
We pray for the NHS asking for stamina and peace of mind for medical staff. For all those engaged in research we ask for understanding and effectiveness in their endeavours.
We pray for all in authority who face difficult decisions. Grant them wisdom and courage. Help officials to encourage one another and be positive, finding points to praise and agree on rather than just criticise.
We ask these things in Jesus name, whose death made our access to you in prayer possible. Amen.
Blessing
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Amen. (Romans 15:13)

