Home Service Sheet For 14 March 2021
Call to Worship:                  Psalm 139:13-16
Heavenly Father, we praise You and thank You for loving us and caring for us, even more than a human mother loves or cares for her child. You created humanity, male and female and directed them to go forth and multiply. Thank You for the wonder of new life, and for the joys of family and friendship. Lord, You sent Your only Son into this world, born to Mary. In Jesus You have spoken and revealed to us Your love, which is stronger than death. Help us today to remember all that You have done for us in Your Son, and fill our hearts with thankfulness. As we turn to Scripture soon, grant us wisdom and understanding to apply Your Word. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen!
Now thank we all our God by Martin Rinkart
https://youtu.be/s99dNPKYtHk
	Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices;
Who from our mother's arms hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours to-day.

	O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
And keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.

	All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
The son, and him who reigns, with them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

	


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading                    Galatians 2:11-16
Previously in our series from Galatians we have considered what the Gospel actually is. In our reading today Paul addresses one of the most common misunderstandings. Paul’s opponents believed, or certainly said, that in order to be saved you had to be circumcised and follow the law of Moses. The reality, of course, is that there is absolutely nothing we can do in order to be saved to eternal life. Whether it’s being circumcised, or being baptised, doing the right thing or saying the right thing, none of it is good enough. Only what Jesus did on the cross for us is good enough and can bring about salvation for us.
Earlier in Galatians we have seen how the Apostle Peter knew and preached the same Gospel as Paul. As the reformers put it, salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Jesus Christ alone. Yet, when some people came from Jerusalem, apparently from James (see Acts 15:19to show that this cannot be true), Peter began to separate himself from the Gentile Galatian believers. Despite knowing better, Peter seems more concerned about his reputation than with the truth, at least for a while. God, on the other hand, cares much more about what is inside us than what can be seen outside.
Paul challenged Peter directly about his changed behaviour and attitude towards the Galatians. Many of us, I suspect, dislike personal conflict, especially when it’s face to face. Even so, there are occasions where such confrontation is both necessary and the best approach. Although we might look at our Bible reading today, and say who you eat with is a minor issue, the reality is that here this was very important because of what else it represented. In effect, by not eating with the Gentile believers, Peter was saying that they were either second class Christians, or perhaps not even believers at all. No wonder Paul spoke sternly to Peter!
Later in his letter to the Galatians, Paul will go on to say, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28) All of us who are Christians are on the same level because we are only here because of what Jesus has done. None of us has, or can, add anything to our own salvation. Logically, this being the case, we are all equally unworthy of being children of God in Christ. Just because someone can manage to do something better than another, it doesn’t mean that they are any more worthy of God’s love than another believer.
 
Paul goes on to make the key point to Peter, saying “we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ”. This wonderful truth is at the very heart of the Gospel and our Christian faith. All of us are sinners who have fallen short of God’s perfect standards (Romans 3:23), and none of us can come before God and live (Exodus 33:20). The proper punishment for sin is death (Romans 6:23), and because God is holy and just He would carry out that sentence upon us if we were not in Christ by grace through faith. Whatever good things a person may do in life, they still deserve the punishment of a death sentence from God because of their sin, and there are NO exceptions to this. Even someone who comes up with the cure for a terrible disease, or one who rescues children from a burning building, is a sinner who stands condemned before God, except for the sacrifice of Jesus for them. As Paul writes, “by works of the law no one will be justified.”
Only one man who has walked this earth has been without sin, and that was Jesus Christ. He alone did not deserve to die, as He was perfect and holy. However, Jesus died in our place on the cross, taking on Himself our sin. He received the punishment we deserve so that we might receive His reward of eternal life with God, through faith (this is what is known as substitutionary atonement). Jesus was both fully man and fully God at the same time, and had one dual nature that no-one else could ever have. That is why on the third day He rose from the dead and is alive now and forever. Literally, our only hope of escaping punishment for our sin is through faith in Jesus Christ. Anyone, and I literally mean anyone, who says otherwise is denying the Gospel and God’s power to save. Such a person already stands condemned before God for preaching ‘another gospel’, which is no gospel at all! This is what is at stake, and this is what Paul is teaching here. Let us heed his words of warning and look to Jesus Christ alone for our salvation. Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Heavenly Father we bring to You all those whom we love, our family, our friends and our neighbours. On this Mothering Sunday we thank You for our mothers, and for all that they have done for us. We ask that the love they have shown us may be reflected in the way that we show love for others, and in the way we each seek to live our lives according to Your will.
· Heavenly Father we remember today those who do not feel happy, especially those unable to see or visit their own mothers. We pray too for those who are sick, those who are sad, lonely, and those families where there is conflict. Father we place each of them into Your loving hands that they may know the comfort, reconciliation and peace which Your love brings.
· Father we pray for those whose hearts are saddened by the death of someone close and dear to them. Be with them and grant them strength in knowing that Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, the only light which no darkness can quench. May the light of Christ, which eternally shines and brings hope, illuminate the darkness of this world
· Loving God, during this coming week help us to live out the Good News of Your Gospel. Help us to live in obedience to Your Word. May we share Your love with those who we speak to or meet, and point them towards You and the hope You give through Your Son, Jesus Christ.
These things we ask in the name of Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing
 
Loving God, thank You for mothers and children, and for all the joys of family life. Be with those who are grieving because they have no mother; be close to those who are struggling because they have no children; be near to those who are sad because they are far apart from those they love. Let Your love be present in our homes and in every home, and help Your Church to have eyes to see and ears to hear the needs of all who come. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Saviour, amen!

