Home Service Sheet For 11thApril 2021
Call to Worship:                              Isaiah 25:6-9
Loving God, we need Your presence on the long road of life that we walk, O Lord. Sometimes it’s the road between fear and hope, sometimes the road between the place where all is lost and the place of resurrection hope. Like the disciples walking the road to Emmaus, we need You, and Your wisdom. Lord Jesus, stand among us, in Your risen power, let this time of worship, and every moment of each day, be a hallowed hour. In the Name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, we pray, amen!
 
Read or sing the hymn Speak, O Lord by Stuart Townend & Keith Getty
https://youtu.be/K3jPaiDYE5E
	Speak, O Lord, as we come to You
To receive the food of your holy word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,
That the light of Christ might be seen today
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us
All Your purposes, for Your glory.
	Teach us Lord full obedience,
Holy reverence, true humility.
Test our thoughts and our attitudes
In the radiance of Your purity.
Cause our faith to rise
Cause our eyes to see,
Your majestic love
 and authority.
Words of power that can never fail;
Let their truth prevail over unbelief.


	Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us.
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,
That will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises;
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built
And the earth is filled with Your glory.

	


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading                                 Luke 24:13-35
Today’s Bible reading from Luke’s Gospel is undoubtedly very familiar to us all, but it’s important that we see it in its proper context. At this point it is still Easter Day, and despite the reports of Jesus’ resurrection from the women who went to the tomb, the majority of the disciples still do not believe. Luke reports that the women “told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” (Luke 24:10-11) Following this, two of Jesus’ followers, in unbelief, travelled away from Jerusalem to the town of Emmaus.
Cleopas and another, unnamed disciple, are discussing everything that had happened, presumably recently, in Jerusalem in relation to Jesus. They had the facts and testimony needed to come to the right conclusion, but they were still in a state of confusion and disbelief. Jesus came and walked with them, “but their eyes were kept from recognising him.” (verse 16) As we read their description of all that had happened, and their identification of who Jesus was, we see their confusion. Like so many others they had bought into the popular view of the Messiah being a military ruler who would free geographical and political Israel from the oppression of Rome.
 
Jesus responds to their misunderstanding with a rebuke, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” (verses 25 & 26) However, Jesus doesn’t leave it there, he instead takes them through the Scriptures and explained how they all pointed to Himself. Even though this is God the Son speaking to them, He explains the Word of God to them, explaining and interpreting it for them. This is truly amazing, as we have that same Word today that we can read and study. God, by His Holy Spirit, illumined the Word to us and helps us to understand, obey and apply it in our lives. We do not need some kind of mysterious, magical or special experience of God – we simply need to read His Word in faith!
 
Jesus’ rebuke that they had been ‘slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken’ addresses one of the key problems in the Church today. This issue is a doubting of the trustworthiness and truthfulness of the Word of God. All too often people devalue and criticise the Bible, not just in the media, but also from the pulpit and church magazine. “Did God really say?” “Does this actually apply today?” are the kinds of questions asked. However, the only times such questions are asked in Scripture they are found in the mouth of Satan (see Genesis 3:1-5 for example). Hardly the example we should be following as disciples of Jesus.
 
Instead we are called to read God’s Word, believe it and obey it. Finally as the two disciples and Jesus stop and share a meal, their eyes are opened and they recognise Jesus. This revelation occurs as He breaks bread, but before this He has already broken down the Word for them. In His earthly ministry Jesus said ‘It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’ As Christians we must not rely on our human intelligence and natural sustenance alone. We need spiritual food and drink also, which we can find by reading God’s Word. The Old Testament points to the coming Messiah, and God’s salvation plan, which is fully revealed in the New Testament.
As God reveals Himself to us in His Word, perhaps our experience might be like that of the two disciples in our reading. Luke writes, ‘They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” (verse 32) We must remember that it is through His Word that God truly reveals Himself to us today. Let us read His Word regularly and prayerfully. John Wesley described his own experience of God through His Word in this well-known phrase, “I felt my heart strangely warmed.” Experience is perfectly good, as long as it is in response to truth and accompanied by Christian service. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
God of grace, love and compassion, we pray that we may never forsake the means of grace that You have granted to us. Keep us true to the way of prayer, to the reading of the scriptures and to the following of Your ways each day.
· We pray that as Christ appeared on the road to Emmaus, and explained Your Word to the disciples, so may He illumine the meaning of Your Word to us, and through us to others.
· Lord, today we pray for those in our churches and communities who are troubled and upset, as were the disciples on the first Easter Day. We hold before You those who are experiencing the grief of losing that which is important to them - that which has helped shape their lives - be it a loved one, a way of life, an ability to do something, a home or a job. Grant that they may encounter the Risen Christ and know that the future is safe in Your hands, O God.
· Gracious God, we pray for all brothers in sisters in Christ, who proclaim the Gospel and minister to others in need. We pray for ministers, pastors, pastoral workers and others who share Your Word through preaching and teaching, and share Your love day by day. Keep filling them with Your Holy Spirit, enabling them to love, share and teach at all opportune times.
We ask all these things as we give You our deepest thanks for being with us and listening to us through Jesus Christ, our Risen Saviour and Lord, Amen.
Blessing
Heavenly Father, we thank You that You have made Yourself known to us in the risen Lord Jesus, through Your Word and the preaching of it. May we set our faith and hope on You alone, that we may live in step with Your Spirit every day. Lord, may You make Yourself known to and through us in all that we do, and may Your Spirit enable us to proclaim the Gospel to all whom we meet. In Jesus’ Name we pray, amen.

