Home Service Sheet For 23rd June 2024

Call to Worship: Hebrews 4:14-16

Since… we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Opening Prayer

Glorious and gracious God, we approach Your throne in of mercy today in the sure and certain knowledge that You will receive us and listen to our prayers because of the finished work of Your Son on the cross. We thank You for sending Him to die in our place so that we may be forgiven our sin and gathered together into Your family. Lord, help us to worship You today through our words, deeds and thoughts, and may that worship be acceptable to You. In Jesus’ Name we pray, amen. 

Hymn All hail the power of Jesus’ Name by Edward Perronet
https://youtu.be/5WVSyGBBfi8?si=yJjEyQXrydyQiUs_

All hail the power of Jesus' Name!
Let angels prostrate fall, let angels prostrate fall!
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him, crown Him
Crown Him, crown Him and crown Him Lord of all.

Ye chosen seed of Israel's race
Ye ransomed from the fall, ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him who saves you by His grace, and crown Him, crown Him
Crown Him, crown Him and crown Him Lord of all.

Let every kindred, every tribe
On this terrestrial ball, on this terrestrial ball,
To Him all majesty ascribe, and crown Him, crown Him
Crown Him, crown Him and crown Him Lord of all.

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall; we at His feet may fall!
We'll join the everlasting song and crown Him, crown Him
Crown Him, crown Him and crown Him Lord of all.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Bible Reading Joel 2:1-11

Blow a trumpet in Zion;
    sound an alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
    for the day of the Lord is coming; it is near,
a day of darkness and gloom,
    a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains
    a great and powerful people;
their like has never been before,
    nor will be again after them
    through the years of all generations.

Fire devours before them,
    and behind them a flame burns.
The land is like the garden of Eden before them,
    but behind them a desolate wilderness,
    and nothing escapes them.

Their appearance is like the appearance of horses,
    and like war horses they run.
As with the rumbling of chariots,
    they leap on the tops of the mountains,
like the crackling of a flame of fire
    devouring the stubble,
like a powerful army
    drawn up for battle.

Before them peoples are in anguish;
    all faces grow pale.
Like warriors they charge;
    like soldiers they scale the wall.
They march each on his way;
    they do not swerve from their paths.
They do not jostle one another;
    each marches in his path;
they burst through the weapons
    and are not halted.
They leap upon the city,
    they run upon the walls,
they climb up into the houses,
    they enter through the windows like a thief.

The earth quakes before them;
    the heavens tremble.
The sun and the moon are darkened,
    and the stars withdraw their shining.
The Lord utters his voice
    before his army,
for his camp is exceedingly great;
    he who executes his word is powerful.
For the day of the Lord is great and very awesome;
    who can endure it?

Reflection

Context is always important when trying to understand what any text means, and this is very true when it comes to reading the Bible too. Our Bible passage today is one that has sadly been misunderstood and misapplied by a number of people over the past 70 to 80 years, starting with some of the so-called post Second World War ‘healing evangelists’. They stated that this army (v.11), about which Joel writes, is a ‘last days’ army of righteous Christians. However, when we read this passage carefully, it should become clear that this army, although directed by God, is one through which God executes His judgment. They are vicious, bloodthirsty and definitely not holy and godly!

Just because God uses someone, or something, to fulfil His purposes and plans, it doesn’t mean that it is necessarily good or right. The Scriptures, in fact, tell us that “for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) God will use the imperfect, the impure and even sin to achieve His will, and I believe that is how we should see the army here in Joel chapter 2. Let’s now look at the details of this passage. In verse 1, Joel announces that the “day of the Lord” is just around the corner. This is an important phrase that we often find spoken by the Old Testament prophets. It refers to a future day when God will bring about His judgment and deal justly with all peoples.

For Israel, there was a day of judgment coming soon, through which God would display His displeasure at how the majority of His people were living. This conquering army would make it clear that God was judging them. They would make Israel tremble and be fearful, destroying crops and houses alike. However, this was just a foretaste of the final judgment that all people will face when Jesus returns. The book of Revelation gives us a vision of what that day will be like. For those of us who have placed our hope in Christ, we will be counted as righteous and will live with God forever. However, for those who have rejected Christ, the fiery pit of God’s wrath awaits them! Compared to that, what the Israelites were facing in Joel’s day was a bit like an annoying fly – bad at the time but not that horrific in the grand scheme of things!

As we read these verses, it is important that we don’t lose sight of the bigger picture. Yes, the people have sinned and rejected God. This in turn deserves the judgment and punishment of God, which a foreign army will deal out against Israel. However, if the people will cry out to God and repent of their sins, God will be merciful and forgive them. He will restore them to their former position as His people. Sometimes we need to understand just how serious our sin is in God’s eyes, otherwise we will not see our need for God’s mercy, grace and forgiveness. Without grace, we would remain condemned in our sin and have no hope for the future. However, God has revealed His grace and love towards us by sending His Son into this world to die in our place and pay the price for our sin. However horrible these verses sound, our God is greater than anything that can happen to us and He will rescue us from eternal destruction.

Joel concludes verse 11 with the following question, “For the day of the Lord is great and very awesome; who can endure it?” Humanly speaking, the answer is no-one. Not one person ever born can stand before God, pure and without blemish or sin because all have sinned and fallen short of God’s perfect standards (see Romans 3:23). Except, there is One, the man Christ Jesus who is also God. He alone was able to endure the cup of God’s wrath that was poured out upon Him for our sake. We don’t have to endure the great and terrible day of the Lord because Jesus endured it for us – hallelujah! Amen!

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You that Your Word is true and stands firm forever. Thank You that You have told us what will come to pass at the end from the very beginning. Thank You also for Christ’s victory on the Cross and the full power of the Resurrection, which will be fully realised in the promised kingdom of heaven on earth, when the earth will be filled with the glory of God as the waters cover the sea. Give us the urgency to tell those who are unsaved the good news that Jesus has paid the price for the sin of the world, through His sacrificial death and glorious Resurrection. Use each of us to go and proclaim the good news of the Gospel of grace to those You put in our path, while there is still time. For Jesus’ sake we ask this, amen.

Blessing

Bless Your servants, whose trust is all in You; bless all Christian souls, the sick, those tormented or depressed by this dark world, and those who have asked us to pray for them. Show Yourself as merciful and rich in grace; save and preserve us; enable us to obtain those good things to come which will never know an end. This we pray in the Name of Christ, amen.

