Home Service Sheet For 19th May 2024 (Pentecost)

Call to Worship: Psalm 104:31-34
May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
    may the Lord rejoice in his works,
who looks on the earth and it trembles,
    who touches the mountains and they smoke!
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
    I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
May my meditation be pleasing to him,
    for I rejoice in the Lord.

Opening Prayer
Ever loving God, on this day, around 2000 years ago, You planted the Church by pouring out Your Holy Spirit on all who had come to believe in the death and resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ. On that day Your Holy Spirit came to dwell inside all believers. We rejoice that You have allowed us, men and women, Jew and Gentile, slave and free to experience new life. Thank you for the gift of Your Holy Spirit, our Comforter and Guide, and so many other things to us besides. May we continue to celebrate this day until You return again, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Hymn Come down, O Love Divine by Bianco da Siena
https://youtu.be/Kj2KLXjkU_Y?si=lx-6tXdKNA7PM9v9
Come down, O Love divine, seek Thou this soul of mine, 
And visit it with Thine own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 
And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing. 

O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn 
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
And let Thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, 
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, 
Shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
For none can guess its grace, till Love create a place 
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Bible Reading Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians - we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel:
“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
    and your young men shall see visions,
    and your old men shall dream dreams;
even on my male servants and female servants
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.
And I will show wonders in the heavens above
    and signs on the earth below,
    blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke;
the sun shall be turned to darkness
    and the moon to blood,
    before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.
And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’

Reflection
Seven weeks after Jesus was raised from the dead, the Christian Church was born, not that it would have been called that at that stage. Fifty days after the Passover the prophecy of Joel was fulfilled when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples who were gathered together in that one place in Jerusalem, as Jesus had instructed them to do. At the beginning of the chapter, we see that the coming of the promised Holy Spirit was not only spectacular, but also practical. The rushing wind and the tongues of flame point beyond the Holy Spirit to His power to proclaim Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the one and only Saviour of the world. Literally, without Pentecost and the events that happened that day we would not be here today!

As we read on in Acts chapter 2, from verses 5 to 13, we notice that it is the speech of the disciples that catches the attention of all those in Jerusalem. In verse 4 Luke tells us that they “began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance”. This is the way that most Bible versions translate this phrase, but using the word ‘tongues’ is, I think, unhelpful. The more correct translation of the Greek word here is, in fact, languages, as we find in the Good News Bible. The reality is that these ‘tongues’ are known languages, such as Hebrew, Aramaic, Latin, Greek and so on. This is borne out by the fact that the various people in Jerusalem heard “them speak in his own language” (v.6). Here, the word translated as ‘language’ might be better understood as ‘dialect’, but again the sense is that the speaking is in a known language.

Why does this matter, you might ask? Well, it matters because what the Holy Spirit enabled the disciples to do was for the benefit of everyone, regardless of their language, race or background. We are told that there were people present from the North, South, East and West of Judaea, all of whom were ‘devout men’. This is the start of the Church, from Jerusalem and ultimately to the ends of the earth. This was a reversal of what had happened at the Tower of Babel, back in chapter 11 of Genesis. The people there had got together to build a tower to heaven, in effect to try to dethrone God. In response to this God meted out His judgment by going down and confusing “their language, so that they may not understand one another's speech.” (Genesis 11:7) At Pentecost God enabled people of different nations to understand the same words, and again become one people under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Those who heard the speaking in different languages or dialects were astonished, shocked, surprised, flabbergasted; they just didn’t know what to make of it all. By enabling such speech, God had set things up perfectly for Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, to proclaim the Gospel. He began his sermon by dismissing the mocking opinions of some, saying “these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel” (vv. 15 & 16). Peter explains that what they are seeing and hearing is what God had revealed would happen, to the prophet Joel over 400 years earlier. This was fulfilled and does not need to be fulfilled again. William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, was wrong when he wrote a hymn with the words, “we need another Pentecost, send the fire today”!

Rather, what we continue to need is the empowerment, or enabling, of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel. We need something practical, and not spectacular. If we want to know the details of what we are to do as God’s people today, we need to look to the end of Acts chapter 2 instead. Peter goes on to point all those gathered towards salvation through Jesus Christ, saying “everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (v.21). The gathered throng do not believe in Jesus because they see spectacular events, or because they hear various unlearned languages being spoken by the uneducated Galileans. They rather believe because the Gospel is clearly proclaimed, and the Holy Spirit convicts them of their sin, granting to them the gift of faith. That is the most spectacular miracle of all, and it is all the work of God! Verse 41 tells us that around 3000 people believed that day and were added to the Church – now that is the powerful and wonder-working power work of the Holy Spirit! Amen.

Prayer
Gracious God, on that day of Pentecost many years ago You opened up the way of eternal life to people of every race and nation by the promised gift of Your Holy Spirit. Through the sending of Your Spirit You gave all who believe in Your Son the gift of adoption into Your family, and for this we thank You. Continue to pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your Church throughout the world that the Gospel may be preached clearly, faithfully and effectively to the ends of the earth. Lord, on that day of Pentecost, many years ago, You sent Your Holy Spirit to dwell in the hearts of all who believed in Your Son. You have illumined Your Word for us through the Spirit’s ministry within us, and we pray that You would continue to do this work in Your people throughout the world. Grant us, by that same Holy Spirit, to have a right judgment in all things, and always rejoice in His holy comfort and love. This we ask in Jesus’ Name, amen.

Blessing
Breathe in us Your Holy Spirit, O God, so that our thoughts, words and actions may be holy. Draw our hearts, O Lord, that we may love all that is holy. Strengthen us, Loving God, to defend all that is holy, and seek to live out our lives in holiness to Your glory. Amen.

