Home Service Sheet for Sunday 18th August 2024
 
Call To Worship                 Psalm 67
 
May God be gracious to us and bless us
    and make his face to shine upon us, Selah
that your way may be known on earth,
    your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
    let all the peoples praise you!
 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
    for you judge the peoples with equity
    and guide the nations upon earth. Selah
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
    let all the peoples praise you!
 
The earth has yielded its increase;
    God, our God, shall bless us.
God shall bless us;
    let all the ends of the earth fear him!
 
Prayer
 
Heavenly Father, as we come before You now, we ask that You help us to focus on You and Your Word. May our praise be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord. In Your Word, You have said that the worship You desire is that which is by your Spirit and in truth. May Your Holy Spirit lead us into all truth so that we would bring You the kind of worship You desire. May You help us to live in obedience to Your Word today and every day. This we ask to Your praise and glory, through Jesus Christ Your Son, amen.
 
Hymn                                     O Love that wilt not let me go by George Matheson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eh5izD28k1k&feature=youtu.be
 
O Love, that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in Thee;
I give Thee back the life I owe, that in Thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be.
 
O Light, that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to Thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray, that in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day may brighter, fairer be.
 
O Joy, that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to Thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be.
 
O Cross, that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from Thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red, life that shall endless be.
 
The Lord’s Prayer
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, amen.
 
1st Bible Reading                            Ezekiel 36:22-32
 
“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no famine upon you. I will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field abundant, that you may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. Then you will remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe yourselves for your iniquities and your abominations. It is not for your sake that I will act, declares the Lord God; let that be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways, O house of Israel.
 
2nd Bible Reading                           John 14:15-24
 
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.
 
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.
 
Reflection
 
Our Bible reading today from John’s Gospel is part of Jesus’ last major teaching to His disciples, in the Upper Room, on the night that He was betrayed. Jesus spoke of a number of things on this occasion, often referring to future events, blessings and promises. Not only does He speak of such things, but He also clearly reveals who He is, and teaches the disciples about the nature of God, the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As we think about these Bible passages I want us to focus on two main points.
 
Firstly, there is the promise of the Holy Spirit. This promise had been made before, through God’s prophets in the Old Testament. We have recently thought about the prophecy of Joel at the end of chapter 2, which speaks of God pouring out His Spirit on all people, so today we will spend a few moments in the book of the prophet Ezekiel instead. In our reading from chapter 36, God tells His people that He will cleanse them from their sin. Of course, this happened at Calvary as the blood of Jesus was shed for us to pay the price for our sin. God follows this up with promises of ‘a new heart and a new spirit’ (v.26) and says ‘I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.’(v.27)
 
In John 14, verses 16 and 17 Jesus says, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth”. Note how Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as another Helper. In Greek there are two words that can be translated as ‘another’, which mean slightly different things. The word used here means ‘another of the same kind’, or ‘an identical one’. In other words, the Holy Spirit is God, like Jesus. He is of the same divine substance as Jesus, the Son who has been with the disciples for the past two or so years, teaching them and training them. The Holy Spirit will do the same kind of things for the disciples that Jesus has done.
 
Jesus told the disciples, and us by extension, that as He goes away the Spirit will be sent to dwell with them and within them. Jesus had taught them and been with them, so in the same way the Holy Spirit would teach them all truth and be with them and us. To put this another way, borrowing the description of pastor John MacArthur, ‘every believer is in constant, ongoing communion with the Trinity’. What an amazing promise that truly is! In verse 23, Jesus makes this clear, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”
 
The other key point is also found in that verse. Jesus originally states in verse 15, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” He also says something very similar in 15:10, “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.” I want to suggest that these three verses contain something really important for us as disciples of Jesus, which can be described as the two marks of a true Christian.
 
Firstly, a true Christian loves God. When this kind of love is lived out in the life of a believer this leads to them following the first commandment. Secondly, true Christians obey God’s Word or commandments. When it comes down to it, we can summarise the Christian life as loving God and obeying His commandments. This is what each of us is called to do in following Christ. Loving God is the motive for our actions of obedience to God. May we seek to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and may we obey His commands through the indwelling help and empowering of the Holy Spirit. Amen!
 
Prayers of intercession
 
Heavenly Father, thank You that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins, and rose again to give us His new, resurrected life. Thank You also that in the power of Your Holy Spirit, we may love as He loved. Lord, we know that we cannot love as Christ loves in our own strength or ability, but only as we submit to the work of Your Holy Spirit. May the love of Christ flow through us to others so that Christ’s love is seen in us. May You draw people to Yourself through our witness and good works, we pray. Gracious God, we think of the world around us with its many troubles and ask that where we may make a positive difference, help us to do that to Your praise and glory! Hear our prayer for it is in Jesus’ Name that we ask it, amen.
 
Prayer of Blessing (based on Psalm 67)
 
May you be gracious to us, O God, and bless us. May you make your face to shine upon us this day. May your way be known on earth, the power of your salvation among all the nations. May the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

