Home Service Sheet for Sunday 13th October 2024

Call to Worship 2 Timothy 2:8-13

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. The saying is trustworthy, for:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
if we endure, we will also reign with him;
if we deny him, he also will deny us;
if we are faithless, he remains faithful—

for he cannot deny himself.

Prayer

Gracious God, we thank You and praise You for saving us by grace through faith in Christ. Thank You that Your grace is sufficient in every area of life. Help us, we pray, to live according to Your will so that we may stand before Your throne and hear You say, "well done, good and faithful servant," at the end. May our whole being proclaim Your glory and honour day by day. You, O Lord, are perfect in every way, without fault or flaw, and yet You chose to have mercy upon us sinners. Forgive us our sins, we pray and restore us to righteousness. This we ask for Your praise and glory, amen. 

Hymn Great is Thy faithfulness by Thomas O Chisholm
https://youtu.be/4Zj6EwlL9E0?si=TkHSUo8cB8Oc4ELc

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided:
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest;
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, amen.

Bible Reading Luke 1:39-45

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”

Reflection

One of the most common crimes we face in this country today is that of being scammed. Sadly, there are a number of folk out there who ‘make a living’ by tricking others into parting with their money, their personal details and their identities. Just this past week I had an email that seemingly came from someone I know, asking me for a small favour. I replied, and soon after received a message from a completely different email address asking me to purchase an online gift card for some spurious reason. This is a classic scam. 

In many scams, the scammer tries to win our trust so that we will do what they want us to do without us realising that we are giving away something valuable to them. They might try to persuade us that they are someone trustworthy, perhaps even someone we actually know. They try to rush us into acting quickly so that we don’t have time to think through whether what they are asking is reasonable or expected. Thankfully, though, not everyone is like that. Perhaps, the majority of people in this world are basically decent and not looking to abuse our trust. However, our Bible reading today points us towards the One who will never let us down.

In the last two weeks we have read about an angel appearing to Zechariah and then to Mary, announcing that first Elizabeth and then Mary would both have special children. On the one hand, these messages would have been rather difficult to believe. Zechariah and Elizabeth were both advanced in years and had yet to have any children. Mary was young and a virgin, so neither seemed likely to become a mother anytime soon. The message, however, came from God by means of an angel. In effect, both Elizabeth and Mary had to trust the divine message that they had received.

In our Bible reading today, Luke tells us how Mary went to visit her relative, Elizabeth. Luke tells us about the response of the baby growing inside Elizabeth. He “leaped in her womb” when he heard Mary’s greeting. Had God revealed to John the identity of the baby to be born to Mary, whilst he was still in his mother’s womb? We don’t know for certain, but this seems the least unlikely option here. What we do know for certain, though, is that the Holy Spirit was at work within Elizabeth, and it was through His work that she spoke, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” (v.42) 

The clear implication here is that God has favoured Mary more than any other woman. She is declared to be blessed or happy, as is the child inside her, Jesus. In verse 43 Elizabeth addresses Mary as the “mother of my Lord”. We know that Elizabeth and Mary were related, and we also know that Elizabeth was significantly older than Mary and married to a priest. By the conventions of the day, it should be Mary who feels honoured by Elizabeth rather than the other way round. The fact that Mary visits and stays some time with Elizabeth shows us that they must have known each other reasonably well too. Luke tells us that Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and so He must have revealed to her the identity of the babe inside Mary’s womb. 

Elizabeth concludes her words to Mary in the following way, “blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” (v.45) The focus returns to Mary’s faith in God and her trust in His word to her being fulfilled. Mary trusted God completely, even though the message she was given would have been very hard to accept. Mary trusted God completely, even though she would be thought and spoken badly of, having a baby outside of marriage. She knew enough about God to know that she could fully trust Him and trust what He had said.

Paul, writing to Timothy, also knew that he could trust God regardless of the circumstances he faced and the hardships he endured. Not only this, but Paul also tells us the purpose of his enduring such treatment. He writes, “that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.” The ‘they’ in question here are the elect, or the ones that God the Father has given to His Son as His own. Paul will endure whatever comes his way so that others may enter into eternal life through Jesus Christ. Mary also endured hardship for the sake of the Gospel, and this should be what every Christian should be willing to go through for the sake of others being saved.

God can be trusted, and remains faithful to those who follow Him. So, what might this mean for us today? Are we willing to trust God by telling people about Jesus and the Gospel, even though we may be ridiculed for doing so? Are we willing to speak the truth of the Gospel even if that could lead to us being accused and charged with hate speech? Would we be willing to endure imprisonment, fines and violence for the sake of the Gospel? Paul certainly was, and so was Mary. This is the call given to each of us who are in Christ Jesus. May we remember God’s faithfulness and trustworthiness as we seek to follow Him and honour Him through our words and witness. Amen!

Prayer of intercession

Heavenly Father, our hearts want to swell with songs of rejoicing and praise. Thank You for choosing us to be Your servants. Your Word tells us that we are so blessed because we have believed in Your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank You that You have done great things for us, holy is Your Name. We pray for those who are struggling to trust in You because of the trials of this life. Be with them, and strengthen their faith we pray. We ask also for those who have not come to believe in You, asking that You would grow in them the gift of faith that they may be welcomed into Your Kingdom at the last. Help us to be bold and courageous to share the Gospel each day. These things we ask in Jesus' Name, amen.

Prayer of Blessing

May the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us all this day and forevermore, amen.

