Home Service Sheet for Sunday 10th November 2024
 
Call To Worship:                Psalm 62:5-8
 
For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence,
    for my hope is from him.
He only is my rock and my salvation,
    my fortress; I shall not be shaken.
On God rests my salvation and my glory;
    my mighty rock, my refuge is God.
Trust in him at all times, O people;
    pour out your heart before him;
    God is a refuge for us. 
 
Opening Prayer
 
Merciful and Ever-Loving God, Your love embraces all of creation. Your kingdom knows nothing of the borders or distinctions that we draw between nations, people groups and areas. You have taught us that every person is our neighbour, and that we are to love each one as we love ourselves. You have commanded us to love one another as You have loved us. Help us today to love You with all our mind, heart, soul and strength, and our neighbour as ourselves. Help us to worship You through our listening to and obedience in response to Your Word today and always. In Jesus’ Name we pray, amen.
 
Hymn:            Dear Lord and Father of mankind
https://youtu.be/b1MN3chW1Hk
 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind, in purer lives thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise.
 
In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the Syrian sea,
The gracious calling of the Lord, let us, like them, without a word,
Rise up and follow thee.
 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of thy peace.
 
Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm;
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm.
 
The Lord’s Prayer
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
 
Bible Reading:                    Matthew 5:1-12
 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
 
Reflection
 
Our Bible reading today is one that is likely familiar to us all. It is the beginning of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount and includes the pithy sayings that we commonly call the Beatitudes. Although it may sound as though the name is to do with the kind of attitudes Jesus calls those who follow Him to have, it comes from the Latin version of the repeated phrase “blessed are…” Before we come to the actual teaching, it is important that we understand who Jesus is speaking this to and that is His disciples. In other words, this wasn’t aimed at a large crowd of folk, but rather those who were already committed to following Him and obeying His commands. Applying this today means that this is teaching for all who are Christians.
 
In many ways, Jesus' teaching went against the expectations and norms of the society of the day. However, it was in keeping with the Law that God had revealed to His people many years before. Each of the statements point towards the mercy, grace and love of God who cares about those who are destitute and suffering. Although these are commands to Christians about how they are to act, they also reveal the character and nature of God also. Jesus tells us that it is blessed to be meek, to mourn and to be poor in spirit. They all speak of humility and accepting that which God has given to us, even if that may be sad or little. Contentment is a great attitude to have in this life and it helps us to recognise that God is most important, above all others.
 
Notice how Jesus highlights right behaviour as good, and yet something for which to strive. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness” He says (v.6). God alone is righteous, perfect and holy, but as His people we are called to be like Him. This is impossible for us this side of glory, but that is not to say that we shouldn’t try, with the help of God the Holy Spirit. Two verses later the call to be pure of heart is a parallel that is basically the same thing. Purity of heart and righteousness go together perfectly, but they are only found in the Lord Jesus. The rewards for these things are to be satisfied and to see God. Ultimately, we can only find true full satisfaction when we are in God’s presence for eternity.
 
Jesus also speaks about those who are merciful and peacemakers. Primarily, I believe that He is speaking about those who are merciful to one another and make peace between individuals, just as He makes peace between us and the Father through His death on the cross. Clearly, though, there is a general principle here that can be applied to war and conflict too. All too often conflicts are caused by nations or individuals not being merciful to one another. They are too quick to take offence and insist on what they want above all other considerations. When people get involved in negotiations for peace, they are being peacemakers helping others to show mercy to one another.
 
There are, however, I think, situations where peace is not the right short-term solution. Jesus speaks about rewards for those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake (v.10). Although the immediate context is regarding the persecution of individuals who seek to live in obedience to Jesus, again there is a general principle that can be applied more widely. Sometimes conflict may be necessary to protect those who cannot protect themselves. It may not exactly be for the sake of righteousness, but it is for the sake of freedom and justice. Perhaps, in a way, those who have served in times of war are a bit like those who gave up their lives for the sake of Christ. There is sacrifice for the sake of others and that should be remembered and honoured.
 
We may never be called to serve in armed conflict, and certainly my prayer would be that we are not. However, we are called to serve our Lord Jesus Christ, whatever the consequences of that may be. For some brothers and sisters in Christ in our day and down through history, this has led to them losing their lives for the sake of the Gospel. There is a cost to this kind of discipleship to which Jesus calls us all, but it is a price worth paying. Jesus concludes this section with wondrous words of encouragement, “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven” (v.12).
 
Prayer for Remembrance Sunday
 
O God of truth and justice, we remember before You today those men and women who have died in active military service. As we recall their courage and cherish their memory, may we put our faith in Your hands, for You are the source of life and hope, now and for ever. God of justice and peace, we pray for those who have been injured or disabled through war. We think of those who have lost homes and security through conflict; for those who have lost loved ones in wars; for those who face danger and take risks for peace; for all those, especially children, caught up in current conflicts; for refugees and all those in need of aid and other help. God of all hope, comfort those who remember past sacrifices! and guide us in building a just and peaceful world for all. More than the peace that this world understands, O Lord, we pray for true peace: peace between You and sinful humanity. We pray for those who do not know You that they may hear the wonderful Gospel message of peace and reconciliation that by grace through faith can bring people to eternal life with You. May they hear the message and respond with faith unto salvation. May You continue to build Your church. In Jesus’ Name we pray, amen.
 
Benediction
 
Merciful God, we offer to You the fears in us that have not yet been cast out by Your perfect love. May we accept the hope You have placed in the hearts of all people, and live lives filled with Your love, courage and mercy. This we ask through Jesus Christ, our risen Redeemer, amen.

