Home Service Sheet For 7 February 2021
Call to Worship:                         Psalm 103:6-12
 
We are gathered today, by Your Spirit, Lord God, to offer You our prayers and worship. We come from different walks of life; some are well educated, others not so much; some have walked with you for many years, others are just starting their journey; some are strong, others weak; some are full of joy, others burdened by care. You love each of us in equal measure. You pour your blessings on us in equal measure too. Help us to bring you the praise that You deserve, not just with words and music, but mostly through the obedience of our lives. This we ask in Jesus’ name, amen!
Sing or Read the hymn All the way my Saviour leads me by Fanny Crosby
https://youtu.be/GnEZyfzkJgs
	1 All the way my Saviour leads me -
What have I to ask beside?
Can I doubt His tender mercy,
Who through life has been my guide?
Heavenly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him to dwell!
For I know, whate’er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well;
For I know, whate’er befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well.

	2 All the way my Saviour leads me -
Cheers each winding path I tread,
Gives me grace for every trial,
Feeds me with the living bread.
Though my weary steps may falter
And my soul athirst may be,
Gushing from the rock before me,
Lo! A spring of joy I see;
Gushing from the rock before me,
Lo! A spring of joy I see

	3 All the way my Saviour leads me -
Oh, the fullness of His love!
Perfect rest to me is promised
In my Father’s house above.
When my spirit, clothed immortal,
Wings its flight to realms of day,
This my song through endless ages:
Jesus led me all the way;
This my song through endless ages:
Jesus led me all the way.

	


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading                   Galatians 1:10-17
As we return to Paul’s letter to the Galatians this week, we find him answering a question that has been clearly raised by those leading the Galatian Christians astray (What’s the source of your message?). Paul’s authority, motive and message have all been brought into question, but Paul lays out the true authority under which he has brought the Gospel message to Galatia. It is not a well constructed message, using the best of human intellect or rhetoric, but rather a message revealed directly to him by God (see 1 Corinthians chapter 2). He doesn’t try to win people over by the wisdom of his argument, or the goodness of his character, but rather he just relies upon the Gospel message, revealed to him by Jesus Christ.
Paul writes, “I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” (v.12) In other words, Paul is saying that this message is God’s message. It’s not something he has concocted himself, or learnt from other people. The origin of the Gospel is not found with human beings, but rather with God Himself. Perhaps there are times when we have doubts about the trustworthiness of the Gospel message, like the Galatians clearly did. We wonder whether the hope we have in Jesus Christ is sure and certain.
 
The Gospel is simple: Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures. He was buried and rose again, and because of God’s grace alone we may receive eternal life through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone, as it is revealed to us in the Scriptures alone. It is not about us, but rather the message is all about what God has done in and through His Son, Jesus Christ. The Gospel message is not one that is only to the advantage of certain people, but rather it is good news for everyone. 
 
Paul had been an up and coming rabbi within Judaism, and his future looked very bright. To forsake all of this for preaching the very message he had been known to oppose very strongly makes no logical sense. What had he to gain, unless the Gospel was and is true, and Jesus met him on the road to Damascus and revealed that message to him? Elsewhere, in his letter to the Philippians, Paul says that he counts everything as dung compared with knowing Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:8). If Paul, a well educated Jewish rabbi, with a track record of persecuting the Church, came to believe the Gospel message, then how much more can we trust what has been revealed to us by God in His Word, which is truly more certain than any other book (2 Peter 1:19).
 
Paul writes this, in order to reassure the Galatians of the origin of the Gospel, “I did not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me” (vv.16-17). Paul didn’t even get together with the twelve disciples who had been with Jesus during His earthly ministry, at least not until some time later. In fact, even then, he holds Peter to account for misrepresenting the Gospel to Gentile believers! So, can we be confident in the Gospel message? Absolutely yes, because it has come directly from God to us, is recorded in His Word, foretold through the Biblical prophets and is still true today! Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Loving God, we thank You again today for Your great grace, love and mercy that You have shown us in Your Son, Jesus Christ. As we come before You, hear our prayers for this world, we ask: 
· Lord, we pray for Governments and leaders of the world. Grant them wisdom and compassion as they make decisions effecting many other people. We pray too for larger bodies such as the United Nations and the World Health Organisation as they seek to provide balance and a wider perspective to others.
· Lord, we pray for all those who are ill or dying at this time. We think of those suffering with coronavirus, as well as those facing the anxiety of delayed treatment or operations, whether in this country, or elsewhere. Grant them peace and healing. We pray also for all medical staff, asking that You would also be with them at this difficult time. 
· Lord, we pray for Your Church worldwide. We think of Christians who face persecution because of being Your disciples, and ask that you would strengthen them by your Holy Spirit. We pray that You would encourage Christians by Your Word, and help them to be faithful in following You each day,
· Lord, we pray finally for ourselves. Remind us of the good news of Jesus through Your Word. Help us to share the Gospel through our witness and words that You would draw others to Yourself, bringing them into Your Kingdom.
We ask this now in the name of Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing
May the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit grant you grace and salvation today and when He returns to judge the living and the dead. This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord, amen!
