Home Service Sheet for Sunday 14 February 2021            Prepared by David Muschamp
Call to Worship               Psalm 50:1-6
Heavenly Father, we willingly draw near to you this day. We come, because you are the God of resurrection. Beyond death is new life; a life we are called to live each day: dying to self and living to you. And this is all in your strength, for which we pray in the name of Jesus - whose cross is both dead wood and living hope.
Merciful God, forgive our foolish ways. Forgive our deliberate and wilful sin; our conscious transgressing of your perfect will for us. Forgive, too, the insidious sin of which we are barely aware, so conditioned have we become to its presence in our lives.
Merciful God, forgive us, and cleanse us from all kinds of unrighteousness, that we might stand renewed and restored, freed from the crippling effects of guilt and despair. In Christ's name. Amen.
Sing or read the hymn God has spoken by His prophets by George W Briggs.
https://youtu.be/WSYrl6lFdCA
	God has spoken by His prophets, spoken His unchanging word;
each from age to age proclaiming God the One, the righteous Lord;
in the world’s despair and turmoil one firm anchor still holds fast:
God is on His throne eternal, He alone the First and Last.

	God has spoken by Christ Jesus, Christ, the everlasting Son;
brightness of the Father’s glory, with the Father ever one:
spoken by the Word incarnate, God, before all time began,
Light of light to earth descending, God revealing God to Man.

	God is speaking by His Spirit speaking to the hearts of men;
in the age-long Word declaring God’s own message, now as then.
Through the rise and fall of nations one sure faith is standing fast:
God abides, His Word unchanging, God the First and God the Last.

	


The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Readings:                Mark 9:2-9              2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Reflection by David Muschamp (Treasurer at Allerton Congregational Church)
The television is full of them. From DIY-SOS to Garden Rescue, Love it or list it to Your garden made perfect, a flood of programmes sends teams of people rushing around the country seeking to fulfil people’s dreams for their homes, gardens or both.
As we look forward with anticipation to the end of lockdown and the ‘new normal’, we have the opportunity to dream dreams, not for different rooms, but for a different world. What do we long for in our relationships and families, work and community, environment and society, for the world we pass on to future generations?
With such dark stains left over the last hundred years (the Holocaust and ethnic cleansing, nuclear weapons, a hundred wars, exploitation of the poor and weak) and so many questions about what we do that shapes the next hundred years (genetic engineering, environmental pollution, higher unemployment levels, an increasing gap between the haves and the have-nots) dare we hope at all?
The world of Peter, James and John was also full of dark stains (poverty, Roman brutality, national humiliation) and questions about the future. But at the Transfiguration, these disciples were given grounds for hope. They experienced a dazzling insight into Jesus’ glory and divinity and received a compelling instruction from God: “this is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased - listen to him!”
Over centuries, God had spoken to his people through the prophets. Over and again he gave and recalled his people to the hope that lay in their covenant relationship with him, both in the Law and the prophets (represented here in Moses and Elijah). Now, seeing Jesus “unveiled” for who he was, this gave his disciples new grounds for confidence in God’s promises - “until the Day dawns”, as Peter was to say later (2 Peter 1:16-19). Jesus’ appearance with two of God’s past deliverers was further proof that he was the Messiah Israel had long waited for.
The hope that Jesus offers did not come cheaply (he was soon telling people of his death: Mark 9:30-33, 10:32-34). But for us, living after the resurrection, it is a proven hope and one that enables us to face any difficulties a ‘new normal’ may bring.
What the disciples experienced in Jesus made better sense because it had been hinted at many times before in the Old Testament. But there is a paradox here. People whose homes are transformed by DIY-SOS begin with hopes and expectations. They need to be willing to see them surpassed, though, if they are to enjoy the changes that the experts produce.
It was the same for Israel. In the time of Jesus, many looked for a mighty military deliverance from Rome. Jesus transformed such hopes. He affirmed that the golden age of God’s rule was near, but it would be triggered by spiritual and not violent revolution, and it would begin in all who came to the light, Roman as well as Jew (Isaiah 49:6).
As we listen to the voices of long ago, both the voices of the prophets and the voice of God concerning Jesus, we must follow his commands and tell others the need to “listen to him”. For the same hope of God’s power to overcome brokenness and evil is found in Jesus today.
Those who first saw, heard and even touched Jesus passed that story on so that others could enjoy friendship with God and the hope which flows from it. Through receiving this story, we have become modern-day sharers in the hope which Jesus brings. Now, this year and the change to a ‘new normal’ gives us a special opportunity to release the Jesus story back into our world so that others may find this hope too.
It’s part of the message of Paul in our reading from 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, where he talks about the gospel of the glory of Christ being ‘veiled to those who are perishing’. He goes on to emphasise - ‘For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness”, has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.’ (v.6)
Just as the veil was lifted for those three disciples, so has the veil been lifted for us who believe, in order that we can share the good news of the glory of Jesus Christ to those around us.
People need to see Jesus’ glory for two reasons:
· Those who feel powerless and helpless need to know that against all odds, when Jesus first came, God made hope real. He can do so again.
· Those who are confident in their own abilities to cope and carve out a good future need to have their hopes refined by Jesus, so that their gifts are put to best use for themselves and others.
As we face the future of the ‘new normal’, let us hold fast to the assurance we have in the love of God for us and for others as we witness to Jesus and his love. Amen
Prayers of intercession
God of kindness, you gave your only Son, because you loved the world so much.
We pray for the peace of the world. Move among us by your Spirit, break down barriers of fear, suspicion, and hatred. Heal the human family of its divisions and unite it in the bonds of justice and peace.
We pray for our country. Enrich our common life; strengthen the forces of truth and goodness; teach us to share prosperity, that those whose lives are impoverished may pass from need and despair to dignity and joy.
We pray for those who suffer. Surround them with your love, support them with your strength, console them with your comfort, and give them hope and courage beyond themselves. 
We pray for those affected by Coronavirus. Bring healing to those who are sick and hope and encouragement to all those who are caring for them, doctors, nurses, carers and all those involved in the healthcare system. 
We pray for our families, for those whom we love. Protect them at home; support them in times of difficulty and anxiety, that they may grow together in mutual love and understanding, and rest content in one another
We pray for the Church. Keep her true to the Gospel and responsive to the gifts and needs of all. Make known your saving power in Jesus Christ by the witness of her faith, her worship and her life. Amen
Prayer of blessing
May the God in whose image we are made, strengthen us in our struggle, embrace us in our weakness, and inspire us with hope for a different future: as we work, separately and together, for the freedom of the whole creation. The blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with us all evermore. Amen.
