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March/April 2026 Newsletter

Dear Friends
I’m sitting down to write these words on Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Day. We normally look after Sophie on a Tuesday morning and today we have Charlie as well. “Grandad it’s pancake day; can we have pancakes?” ….for breakfast. How could I refuse!!
Shrove Tuesday has been celebrated for centuries and signifies the last day before Lent begins. A last chance to eat any remaining rich food before fasting during the season of Lent. You might have heard of the French expression Mardi Gras which translates to ‘Fat Tuesday’ referring to the practice of the last night of eating rich, fatty foods before the ritual fasting of the Lenten season begins. 
The word shrove is a form of the English word shrive, which means to give absolution for someone's sins by way of confession and penance. Thus, Shrove Tuesday was named after the custom of Christians being "shriven" before the start of Lent. Another ritual of Shrove Tuesday is to burn the palm crosses given out on Palm Sunday the previous year. Once burned the ash would be held over to the following day Ash Wednesday and used in the tradition of ashing, the marking of a cross on the forehead in ash, as a sign of repentance and to signify the beginning of Lent.
I wonder, do you have any plans to give up something you enjoy as you observe the 40 days of Lent this year? If not, perhaps you could pray each day for a different section of society, or you could offer money each day as you count your blessing. There are lots of ways to observe the Lenten season, perhaps that’s something we could all do together next year.
Lent of course is an important time of preparation in the build up to Easter. It lasts for 40 days, the number of days Jesus, as well as Moses and Elijah, went without food in their respective fasts.
Whilst what I have written so far might be factual Lent is also a time of spiritual reflection. A time to reflect on the journey Jesus took to Jerusalem and the impact of the cross on all our lives. Jesus is often described as our Saviour and that seems perfectly fitting for the man who was God made flesh. The sacrifice he made, knowingly and willingly for each one of us can never be equalled. He literally saved us from our sins and whatever we can do to acknowledge that gift through this season of Lent will stand us in good stead for the celebrations of resurrection on Easter Day.                                      With love and prayers Trevor
Finance/Property Report
Often it is a case of what have we done, whilst this time it is more what have we not done….
The New Year had not even started when a car demolished a section of boundary wall. A swift agreement by the Insurance Company and the wall was rebuilt before the end of January. 
We have been talking about "planned works" for a few months and January 2026 saw much of what was planned delivered. 
We have a new external banner to replace the 2014 one and a new noticeboard frame to display our regular notices in a clear frame which allows these to be easily read from the road. Hopefully passersby may be reminded we are still an active church in the village.
If you have entered church by the front Vestibule then you will have seen the fresh paint and the new lighting, which makes this area much more welcoming. We have also changed the window in this area giving views both from inside and outside, we hope you will agree something of a transformation and there is a bit more still to come. 
Other works include repairs of some rotten windows in the hall, re-lamping of the hall lights, replacement of the light to the car park entrance and the repositioning of one of the noticeboards. All in all a busy few weeks. 
Christopher Ing - Financial Secretary

In Memory
We recently said farewell to Alan Jones. Alan and Margaret were popular and well-loved members of our church over very many years. Both were made church members in April 1947 and for almost 80 years were regular attenders at Sunday worship and social events. Over those years Alan served as a Deacon, Church Treasurer and member of the G&S and Operatic Societies. They lived in Allerton almost all their lives until Alan moved to Fern House in Bingley a couple of years ago. Alan passed away on New Years Eve and will be sadly missed. We give thanks for his long life and service to our church. Our love, thoughts and prayers are extended to Caroline, Andrew and their families at this sad time.
We also recently said farewell to Anne Robinson. Anne was David’s wife and supported him in very many ways over 60 years of a strong and happy marriage. They have two sons Martin and Ian and an extended family. Whilst Anne wasn’t a member of our church our thoughts and prayers go out to David and his family, he can be assured of our love, care and support over these coming months and years. 
We thank God for these two special people whose memories live on in the hearts of those who loved them.    

Dates for your diaries
· Tuesday 3rd March at 10am Finance Group Meeting 
· Friday 6th March at 11am at St. Matthews Church The World Day of Prayer. Thanks to Fiona for representing us at the planning meeting. If anyone is interested in attending and would be willing to do a reading, please speak to Fiona. This is one of the few events arranged by the Allerton & Fairweather Green Churches Together group. It would be good if we could offer support by attending the service. Thank You.
· Friday 6th March at 1pm Ladies Circle AGM
· Wednesday 11th March at 10am Church Planning Group

Coffee Morning

Saturday 21 March from 10am to 12noon  Money raised will be sent to Marie Curie This year marks the 40th year since Marie Curie launched the Daffodil appeal.  It will follow the normal format with a cake stall, books and cards. Tea/coffee and biscuits £2. Donations for raffle prizes and baking for the cake stall needed please.  Please invite your friends and family to come along, recent coffee mornings have been well supported, hopefully this one will be too. Everyone welcome. 

Reminders

Knitted Poppies
Jane and Pauline are organising a Poppy display for outside the Church for Remembrance.  Many of you have already been busy knitting for this but if anyone would like to get  involved there are patterns, wool and some needles (if needed) in the hall.  Once completed just pop them in the box on the table. 
For those who are knitting already, thank you! Jane and Pauline


Flower Rota – flowers provided by: 
On Sundays not listed, silk flowers will be used

	March 2026
	April 2026

	1st    
	
	
	5th 
	Mrs W Hume

	8th 
	
	
	12th 
	

	15th 
	
	
	19th 
	Mr & Mrs Breen

	22nd   
	Mrs Smith & Mrs St Claire
	
	26th 
	Mr & Mrs Collier-Drake

	29th 
	
	
	
	



Preaching list
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April 2026

	1st 
	Rev Clive Barrett
	
	5th
	Trevor Kershaw

	8th 
	Rev Paul Martin
	
	12th    
	Trevor Kershaw

	15th   
	David Robinson
	
	19th 
	Richard Walsh

	22nd 
	Trevor Kershaw
	
	26th
	Rev Chris Edmondson

	29th      
	David Robinson
	
	
	










































Note from the Editor  

The next newsletter is due on 3rd May 2026 – please let me have any items for inclusion by 24th April 2026.  

Thank you, Carole






Sunday Services at 10.30 am.






Addresses:

Pastor
Treasurer
Secretary
Editor
Trevor Kershaw



Carole Brook
Mobile:
07811 888348
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