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Dear Friends
	
In the Scriptures, and throughout Church history, there has been much debate around the issues of unity and separation. In Jesus’ prayer that He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, our Lord prayed “that they may all be one, just as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You have sent Me.” (John 17:21) Yet, elsewhere in the Bible we, as Christians, are clearly taught to separate ourselves from some who call themselves Christians, but in reality are not.

In fact, one of the most common themes in the whole New Testament is that of false teaching and false teachers. It was a danger for the early church, and it is equally so today. The Apostle Paul warned the young pastor of a time that was coming. “ I charge you… preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” (2 Timothy 4:1-4) All too often what passes for preaching in the Church today is vain ear scratching that suits those who have rejected God!

Also in Scripture, our fellowship with non-believers is addressed. Paul, writing to the Corinthian church, asks, “ Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14) Traditionally this verse is understood to refer to marriage between a believer and an un-believer, and certainly it would apply to such relationships, but it should not be limited to marriage only. Clearly any close friendship could be a coming together of light and darkness. This should not be happening!

Alongside this concern for moral and spiritual purity, though, is the call to evangelism. We are to share the Gospel with unbelievers so that they may be brought into God’s family by faith. If we have no relationship with unbelievers then evangelism will be nigh on impossible. Instead we should be looking to be a good influence on those around us who do not know Christ – family members, work colleagues and friends. Perhaps they will see the witness of our lives and want to know why we are different. Maybe they will ask us where we find our hope not just for this life, but also for the one to come.

Taking an overview of the teaching of Scripture, Christians are called to unity with some (other true believers) and separation from others (unbelievers, false believers and unrepentant ‘believers’). How, then, will this affect our relationships with other churches and individuals? 
Firstly, I think it’s important to say that while there are some hard and fast rules, there is also need for careful discernment. There are true Christians in churches that do not teach and preach God’s Word correctly, and there are also unbelievers in good, doctrinally sound churches.

True Christians are united around the central beliefs of the Christian faith. We may disagree with brothers and sisters in Christ on issues such as baptism, who may preside at communion and our views of when Jesus will return.

However, those who say Jesus is not the only way of salvation, or that He was not born of a virgin, are unbelievers, and not Christians at all, even if they may claim to be so. We must not seek unity with them. Christian unity is not to be sought with those who deny the Gospel, as expressed by the Reformers (Salvation by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone). This may well raise questions for us about organisations such as Churches Together that includes individuals and churches who deny these central truths of the faith. 

Let us seek Gospel unity with brothers and sisters in Christ who believe and proclaim the wonderful truths of God as revealed in His Word. Let us also be willing to separate ourselves from those who the old hymn (Who is on the Lord’s Side, written by Frances Havergal) describes as being on the world’s side, even when that is hard or uncomfortable for us. May we seek to share the good news of Jesus with those who are not yet believers, and may we help those who have gone astray to be led back to a true faith in Christ. 

Let me conclude by quoting the Apostle James from the end of his letter. “My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.” (James 5:19-20) Beliefs are a literal matter of eternal life or hell, and that is a major part of why Christian unity around teaching is crucial.
Yours, Fred. 
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Preaching list for October and November  
Sunday	3rd 	Oct		David Muschamp – Communion
		10th Oct		Trevor Kershaw – Church Annivesary
		17th Oct		Fred Rich – Church Meeting
		24th Oct		Richard Lewis 		
		31st 	Oct		Janice LeBlancq
		7th 	Nov		Gordon Sitch – Communion
		14th Nov		Fred Rich – Remembrance Sunday
		21st Nov		Neil Harris
		28th Nov		Trevor Hippey

Flower Rota – flowers provided by:
Sunday	3rd 	Oct		Mr & Mrs P Barfield
		10th Oct		Mr & Mrs B Haley
		17th Oct		Mrs F Brown
		24th Oct		Mrs A Henderson
		7th 	Nov		Mrs J Holdsworth & Mr & Mrs A Jones
		14th Nov		Mrs I Relton
On Sundays not listed, silk flowers will be used.

Dates for your Diary
Thursday 7th October 10.00 am Deacons Meeting 
Sunday 17th October	Church Meeting after Service
Tuesday 19th October 1.30 pm Finance Committee

Harvest Festival
	 We are very grateful for the Harvest gifts and financial contributions received at the service for the Bradford Metropolitan Food Bank. 

Greetings from Barfield Towers
Pauline and Philip send their best wishes to all at Allerton Congs.


Good News from Vera and Brian Haley
	Vera and Brian are delighted to announce the arrival of their first great granddaughter. Their granddaughter, Abigail Scholes, gave birth to a daughter, Ivy, who was born on August 16th. 
	We send our congratulations and best wishes to them all.

Memorial Service for Mrs Molly Hastings
	The following comment of appreciation was received from Ian on behalf of Molly’s family following the service:  
“It was good to see so many of Mum's friends from church there. It just reinforced for us what Trevor said in the service, that over eighty years she made many true friends in and through the church. We are very grateful for the role that chapel played in Mum's life.”

Coffee Rota
As we have returned to having coffee after services, it would be really helpful if those on the rota could come a little earlier to set things up. You will not need to bring milk.
The coffee rota is on the notice board in the vestibule and will be on the table in the hall on Sundays.


Bible Reading Rota
If you would like to offer to read the Bible for Sunday services, the Bible reading rota is on the notice board in the vestibule and will be on the table in the hall on Sundays.

Notice of Church Meeting
	A Church Meeting will be held on Sunday 17th October, following the morning service.
	This meeting will be a normal Church Meeting and an agenda will be distributed on the day.


Note from the Editor  
The next newsletter is due on 28th November – please let me have any items for inclusion by 21st November. 
	Thank you – David

Addresses:
Pastor:				Secretary & Treasurer:			Editor (temp):             Fredrik Rich				Janet & David Muschamp			David Muschamp	                      1 The Sycamores			Thimble Stones View		
Riddlesden				56 Rudding Avenue			
Keighley				Allerton, Bradford					                BD20 5EF				BD15 7DS				
					01274 542859
01535 531966				07837 441784	(Janet)			
07570 801863				07530 727616	(David)			
Frich107uk@sky.com		             david.muschamp47@btinternet.com		 
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