Home Service Sheet for Sunday 31 January 2021 
Prepared by David Muschamp
Call to Worship  Psalm 111
Almighty and merciful God, we come to you bringing our praise and worship for all your goodness to us. We thank you for your love shown in the beauty of creation and all that you give to us. But we also recognise that there are times when we don’t deserve your love. We let you down in thought and word and deed and we are sorry. Forgive us, Lord, and restore us to a right relationship with you through your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who went to Calvary and gave his life for us on the cross.  Amen.
Sing or read the hymn There is a redeemer by Melody Green.
https://youtu.be/G0LA3GvAUGU
	There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God’s own Son, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One. 
	Chorus
Thank You, O my Father ,
For giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit 
Till the work on earth is done. 


	Jesus my Redeemer,
Name above all names,
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
O for sinners slain.
	When I stand in glory
I will see His face,
And there I’ll serve my King forever
In that holy place.



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading                 Mark 1 21-28
Reflection by David Muschamp (Treasurer at Allerton Congregational Church)
In our Gospel reading, we find Jesus and His disciples on the Sabbath in the synagogue in Capernaum. There was only one Temple and that was in Jerusalem. However, there were many synagogues. Most towns and villages had a synagogue, where the Jews met for worship every Sabbath and it was used for school on the other days.
The service began with prayer, and then someone read a passage from the Hebrew Scriptures. Each verse was interpreted into the vernacular (Aramaic). Then the reader preached a sermon explaining the teaching of the passage he had read. This is what Jesus did when He taught, having been invited to do so by the ruler or president.
Verse 22 tells us that “The people … were amazed at the way he taught, for he wasn’t like the teachers of the Law; instead he taught with authority.”
On this passage, from his book ‘A most amazing man’, Nick Fawcett’s ‘Meditation of a member of the synagogue in Capernaum’ suggests a possible response:
‘What was it that made his teaching so special? I’ve asked myself that, time and again, and still struggle to answer it fully, yet there’s no doubt he had an impact unlike any other, his words holding us mesmerised to the point that we’d have sat all day listening to him and still come back for more. It wasn’t just the way he expressed himself – eloquent though he was – nor his voice or manner: such things, in a way, were incidental. It was more the conviction with which he spoke, the sense of assurance that radiated from him, as though he were directly in touch with God, not just interpreting his message but hearing it first-hand and passing it on. He believed in what he said, and, more important, acted upon it, his words ringing true because he practised what he preached, the man and the message as one.
Yet here’s the strange thing: though he taught with such authority, there was no arrogance about him, no tub-thumping or intolerance, still less any sense of being holier-than-thou. Rather he exuded love, gentleness, compassion, humility, his concern so evidently being for us rather than himself. The scribes and Pharisees are sincere enough, I know that – explaining the Scriptures as best they can – but this man was different, bringing faith to life in a way I’ve never known before; not just speaking God’s word but making it real among us: almost, you might say, giving it flesh.’
Some recent history, most notably the reaction to restrictions and actions enforced as a result of Covid-19 in this country and throughout the world, shows how easy it can be to doubt and challenge authority. Government and different scientists who offer contrasting or conflicting predictions. Who’s right?
What does it mean to speak ‘with authority’? If preachers tell others to forgive one another and if they themselves are doing so, then they are living what they preach, speaking with authority. Jesus has authority over Christians today. They accept what He says, because it is He who has said it.
In verses 23-26, we have the first of many reports in this Gospel of unclean spirits or ‘demons’. Mark was showing first, that Jesus drove it out. He overcame evil. It was another sign that God’s rule had begun. Secondly, He drove it out because He had power which others did not use.
But did a spirit really enter the man? Or is that only a way of saying that the man was ill? There is no suggestion that Christians today view mental illness or epilepsy as the result of being possessed by evil.
It would be foolish, however, to dismiss evil altogether. Many Christians believe that it is possible for a person to be possessed by a force contrary to good; a force called evil.
When people believe that they are possessed by an evil spirit, a Christian can say to them, ‘Jesus is stronger than the spirit’. Then the spirit is driven out or ‘exorcised’ with God’s help.
God also uses doctors to heal trouble like this. When people suffer from epilepsy, they can sometimes be cured with medicine. But there are many illnesses of this sort; some of them are due to a sickness of the mind, not of the body. Doctors cannot yet heal them all. But God is sending His Spirit so that such diseases can be better understood.
In response to the teaching and healing, Mark claims that all the people were astonished as they witnessed this contest between good and evil. The crowd asks, ‘What is this? Is it some kind of new teaching? This man has authority to give orders to the evil spirits, and they obey him!’
The authority of Jesus is seen by Mark in the power He exercised over the evil damaging the world. He challenged those in power as He taught with authority. He challenged the people’s understandings as He showed His concern for their needs and aspirations.
God loves us and wants the best for us, but He challenges us, today, to confront evil in everyday life, in caring for the poor and downtrodden, the voiceless and those who have been deprived of human rights and lack the resources to live a truly human life.
He also challenges us to get involved in challenging the authorities on such issues as climate change, which is having such a devastating effect on human lives. We might not be able to do much, but we need to do what we can, as loved children of our Father, God. Amen.
Prayers of intercession
Loving God, we bring our prayers for others, conscious of the various situations that concern us:
· We pray for the world and all that is in it. Give wisdom and discernment to those who have to make decisions about the Coronavirus, protecting the environment and climate change, to ensure a future for those who suffer due to the effects of disease, devastating floods, fires and natural disasters.
· We pray for all those affected by Covid-19 and other conditions, whether patients in hospital, in care homes, or at home and those who care for them, loved one, doctors, nurses and other carers.
· We pray for the Church worldwide and the different ways in which we carry out our Christian discipleship in these difficult times. We pray for times of fellowship to which we look forward, when we are able to meet up again.
· Finally, we pray for ourselves. Keep us faithful to our calling in Christ, telling out the teaching of Jesus, and sharing Your love and care for others, in whatever way we are able.
These prayers we bring in the name of Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Prayer of blessing
May the God in whose image we are made, strengthen us in our struggle, embrace us in our weakness, and inspire us with hope for a different future: as we work, separately and together, for the freedom of the whole creation. The blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with us all evermore. Amen.
