Home Service Sheet For 24 January 2021
Call to Worship:                Psalm 11
 
Heavenly Father, our confidence and hope is in You alone. As we see all that is going on in the world around us now, help us to keep our eyes fixed on You. May we place our trust in You alone, for You are our Defender, our Rock and our Fortress. Your unfailing Word grants us guidance and comfort for all times and we praise You and thank You for that. As we read Your Word today and reflect on it may Your Holy Spirit illuminate the meaning for us so that we might praise You with our obedient response. Hear us Lord as we pray in Jesus’ Name, amen!
Sing or Read the hymn The Church’s One Foundation by Samuel John Stone
https://youtu.be/w1YBYrJ8Hzg
	The Church’s one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord;
She is His new creation by water and the Word:
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her and for her life He died.
	Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth,
Her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, with every grace endued.


	‘Mid toil and tribulation and tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
Till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious shall be the Church at rest.
	Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won;
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with Thee.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading                      Galatians 1:6-10
Popular musician Paloma Faith once sang ‘Do you want the truth or something beautiful?’, a truly fascinating question! Behind the clever lyric is the idea that the truth is ugly, and with human beings that may often be the case, but with God the truth is truly beautiful. Paul writes to the Galatians about the true Gospel of Jesus Christ, reminding them that it is the only Gospel. However wonderful or beautiful the message might be that others have been proclaiming to the Galatians, it is not true and it is not the Gospel!
Perhaps now, more than ever, the Church needs to be reminded of the true Gospel of Jesus Christ as we are being bombarded with plenty of false so-called ‘gospels’, which are no gospel at all! Scripture warns us about such times to come, and perhaps those times are coming upon us even now. Paul wrote to Timothy with just such a warning, “the time is coming when people will not endure soumd teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.” (2 Timothy 4:3-4)
In order to recognise what is false we need to know the truth of the Gospel. What is the Gospel? Paul defines it like this for the Corinthian church, “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4) It is simple and relies completely on what God in Christ has done for us, and not on anything we have done, or can do. All we have to do is believe, and by our faith we make Jesus the Lord of our lives. Salvation cannot be earned by doing certain things perfectly, or by refraining from doing others, because we are incapable of such perfection. The Gospel states that we don’t have to meet these standards because Jesus already has done so on our behalf and in our place.
Coming back to our reading, how had the Galatian believers been led astray? We will come to the false teaching in a few weeks’ time, but for now we can sum it up as the true Gospel plus a few extras – following certain rules. There was the implication that believers had to do something themselves, which would at least partly earn them their salvation. The true Gospel, though, tells us that we cannot earn salvation ourselves by any means. Paul reminds the Galatians that the Gospel message is much more important than who brings it. However impressive the messenger might be – even an angel – if the message is other than the true Gospel it should be rejected.
Proclaiming the true Gospel will not make us popular with people, but it pleases God. Paul shows how he doesn’t care what others think of him in verse 10, “For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.” This challenges us to think about our own motives. Do we care more about what other people think of us, rather than what God asks of us? Do the opinions of friends or family stop us doing the right thing, or sharing the Gospel? If so, then we are going astray. The most important thing for us to do as followers of Jesus is to obey God in Christ. This involves preaching or proclaiming the Gospel to others – the true Gospel of Jesus Christ.
amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Father God, Your love for this world and everyone in it is beyond our understanding. Your grace and mercy offered through Your Son, Jesus Christ is wonderful and undeserved. Hear our prayers now, O Lord, as we bring our intercessions: 
· For this world, and all its peoples, we pray, O Lord. We think of those in government and other key decision makers. Grant them Your wisdom and compassion for others.
· For those who are sick and dying we pray, O Lord. We think of those suffering from coronavirus, as well as those facing the anxiety of delayed treatment or operations. Grant them peace and healing. We pray also for all medical professionals and carers, asking that You would also be with them at this stressful and pressured time. 
· For Your Church worldwide we pray, O Lord. We think of Christians facing persecution, and ask that you would strengthen and embolden them by your Holy Spirit. We pray for churches who are not meeting together at this time. Grant them Your love and presence at this tough time. Even though times are hard, may You continue to build Your Church.
· For ourselves we pray, O Lord. Guide us by Your Word all the days of our lives. Help us during this strange time to worship and praise You in different ways. Empower us to share the Gospel through our witness and words that You may draw others to Yourself.
Hear us Gracious Lord, for we pray in the name of Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing (based on Psalm 138)
Faithful God, May we go with confidence into the days ahead, trusting in Your unfailing love and faithfulness. You will not abandon us, for we are the work of Your hands - Your own creation - and Your love endures forever. So may each of us go in joy to love and serve the Lord! In the name of Christ, amen.

