Home Service Sheet For 17 January 2021
Call to Worship:                              Psalm 34:15-22
Heavenly Father, we thank you and praise you today for your great love and care for us that you have shown most perfectly in the life and death of your Son, Jesus Christ. We praise you for creating this world and all that we see around us. We give you glory because you are gracious and merciful towards us, not treating us as our sins deserve. Remind us today of what you did for us at the cross of Calvary, and help us to keep our eyes focused on your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. As we read your Word, grant to us understanding and a willingness to respond in thanksgiving and obedience to you. This we ask in the precious name of your Son, Jesus, amen!
Sing or Read the hymn Will your anchor hold by Priscilla Owens
https://youtu.be/PTfypuXwrMA
	1 Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
when the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain,
will your anchor drift, or firm remain?

	Verse
We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while the billows roll;
fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love!


	2 Will your anchor hold in the straits of fear,
when the breakers roar and the reef is near?
While the surges rage, and the wild winds blow,
shall the angry waves then your bark o'erflow?
	3 Will your eyes behold through the morning light
the city of gold and the harbour bright?
Will you anchor safe by the heavenly shore,
when life's storms are past for evermore?



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading                             Galatians 1:1-5
Over the next couple of months or so we are going to be studying Paul’s letter to the Galatians together. Please try reading through the whole letter in one sitting at least once during this time, so that we can all see the big picture of Paul’s letter. This week we are focusing on the introduction to the letter, containing Paul’s greetings to the believers in Galatia. This rather large area was in modern day Turkey, and was basically split into North and South. Many scholars conclude that Paul was likely writing to churches in the South, which included cities like Lystra and Derbe that Paul visited during his first or second missionary journeys that are recorded in the book of Acts (See Acts chapter 14 for details).
Although Paul follows most of the letter writing conventions of his day, there are still some important details to note. Firstly, Paul describes himself as “an apostle, not from men nor through man, but from Jesus Christ and God the Father…” If you like, Paul is setting out his credentials as one commissioned and sent by God, and not human beings. The term ‘apostle’ literally means ‘one who is sent’ or ‘messenger’, and according to Scripture (Ephesians 2:20) the Church is built on the foundation of prophets (Old Testament) and apostles (New Testament), which in turn strongly suggests they were something given by God for the early Church, and not for any time beyond the founding of the Church.
Paul reminds us too that Jesus was raised from the dead by his Heavenly Father. As Christians this fact is at the very centre of our faith, and elsewhere Paul goes so far as to say that if Jesus had not been raised from the dead then our faith is in vain – useless, hopeless and to be greatly pitied (see 1 Corinthians 15:12-19). That Jesus died on the cross in our place, taking on himself the punishment we deserved for our sin, and was raised to life again on the third day is not an optional belief for us as Christians. It is absolutely essential and central to our faith, and we must keep it there, holding firm to this truth through the storms of life.
In verse 3 Paul writes, “grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ…” In each of his letters Paul emphasises these twin blessings from God that are given to all of us who are his disciples. Grace is, of course, God’s undeserved gift or favour to us, and it is Paul who emphasises this more than any other New Testament writer. The reality is that we are all sinners who deserve the punishment of death and hell, yet God grants to us grace through his Son, Jesus Christ. Forgiveness for our sin and salvation are things we do not deserve and cannot earn – it is by grace alone that we can receive these wonderful gifts and be adopted into God’s family.
Peace is an interesting thing for Paul to focus on, at least from our Twenty First Century perspective. We tend to view peace as an absence of war or strife, but this misses the richness of the peace that God grants to us. God’s peace is a much more positive gift of well-being, satisfaction and sufficiency, and alongside God’s grace is something for which we should be eternally thankful to our Heavenly Father. In fact this grace and peace that we receive from God is brought about through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who willingly gave himself for us, that we might be delivered “from the present evil age”. This time in which we live is indeed an evil one, not more so than it was 2000 years ago, just different. I’m sure I don’t need to spell out the many truly horrific things with which we live day by day, whether it’s the open rebellion against God and his ways or the self-centredness of most people. We need to be thankful to God for rescuing us from the long-term consequences of this evil world.
Our short reading today ends with Paul reminding us that it was God’s will for Jesus to die on the cross for us, and save us from our sins. I’m going to avoid the hot potato of how much of this is God’s will planned or predestined in advance, but I will say that God knew exactly what he was doing from the very beginning of time, and when he wills for something to happen, it happens. God does not make mistakes, and he will be glorified by all of creation for what he has done. It is God who created the heavens and the earth, and everything in them. It is God who sent his only Son into this world to die for us and save us to eternal life with him. It is he who has revealed to us the way of salvation in his Son, through his Word. To God alone belongs the glory forever and ever, amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Heavenly Father, we come before you now with our prayers for this world, that others may know and experience your wonderful grace, peace and truth, perfectly revealed in your Son.
· We pray for this world, and all people who face difficult decisions that affect many thousands, if not millions, of people. We pray for Governments and rulers, asking for your wisdom. May you lead them to make decisions that are good, true and for the benefit of all.
· We pray for all medical professionals and carers. Grant to them strength, energy and skill in the key work that they do, caring for others. We think too of those who are seriously ill, whether with coronavirus or some other disease or injury. We ask, O Lord, that you would grant them your peace, healing and strength. 
· We pray for the Church worldwide. We think of brothers and sisters in Christ facing persecution for following you, and ask that you would strengthen them by your Holy Spirit. We pray for churches in this country and elsewhere who are not physically meeting together at this time. Grant them a knowledge of your love and the fellowship they share with other believers. May you continue to build your Church.
· We also pray for ourselves today. Help us to follow you, and be obedient to your Word all the days of our lives. May we seek to bring you praise and glory through all that we do, every day. Grant us strength and courage to share the Gospel in our words and deeds.
Hear our prayers, O Lord, for we pray them in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing
May the grace and peace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the mercy of the Father, and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit be with us all this day and forever. Amen!

