Home Service Sheet For 10 January 2021
Call to Worship:                      Psalm 72:1-7
 
Almighty God, your majesty is beyond our imagination. You are the eternal King, high and lifted up, worshipped by the angels before your throne. Lord, your power is beyond understanding, and nothing is impossible for you. You are the Creator God, who shakes the heavens, yet holds us safely in his hands. Your love, mercy and forgiveness are beyond anything we could possibly ask for, imagine or deserve. You are the Saviour God, once born for us and sacrificed for us in love. Forgive the smallness of our faith, the greatness of our need, and the depth of our sorrow. Cleanse us of all our sin and raise us up to new life and new ways of service, we pray. All this we ask through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
Sing or Read the hymn As with gladness by William C Dix
https://youtu.be/6UzYlhF4ffw
	As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold, 
As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright: 
So, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to Thee.

	As with joyful steps they sped, Saviour, to Thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before Thee whom Heaven and earth adore: 
So may we with willing feet ever seek Thy mercy-seat. 

	Saviour Jesus, every day keep us on the heavenly way; 
And, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

	In the heavenly country bright need they no created light; 
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, Thou its sun, which goes not down; 
There for ever may we sing hallelujahs to our King.


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading                           Matthew 2:1-12
Strictly speaking, our Bible reading today is the one set for Epiphany, which is marked on the 6th January each year. The idea behind the feast is for us to recall the revealing of God’s Son, the Messiah, to the Gentiles in the flesh. Up until this point God has first and foremost been the God of Israel, and although other non-Jewish people have been drawn in, they have been the exception, and not the rule. However, by drawing the magi to his Son, God was revealing his salvation plan to the Gentiles as well as to all Jews, even dodgy characters such as the shepherds. Salvation was being revealed to everyone, so that all may be saved.
In our reading there are a few background questions that we need to resolve. Firstly, who were these wise men, or magi? It is highly likely that they were not kings, but rather were royal advisors from the region of Babylon or somewhere else in the East. They followed astrology and would have been practising pagans, and yet God chose to reveal his Son to them. Let’s not miss the significance of this! Not only that, but God used their astrology as the means by which he led them to Bethlehem. This is simply descriptive, though, so it’s not a precedent for us to read our daily horoscopes! Rather, it shows that God did use unusual means on this one occasion to reach these men. The passage is descriptive, not prescriptive!
Although the wise men were following the star, they ended up at the royal palace in Jerusalem. This little fact is rather puzzling! Clearly Jesus was not there in Jerusalem. Had they simply made an assumption about where kings are born, rather than following the star? We don’t know, because Matthew just doesn’t tell us. However, at the palace they received information about how God had shown his own people where the Messiah would be born, through the words of the ancient prophets. Specifically the prophecy of Micah is quoted, pointing them in the direction of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Herod, paranoid and insecure as ever, sought confirmation of this new-born king from the wise men so that he could get rid of any potential rival before they had chance to grow up.
Speaking of prophecy, even the appearing of the star was a fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy. We find this one coming from the mouth of Balaam, another Gentile (Numbers 24:17). Balaam was given words by God to speak to his own people, regarding what would happen in the ‘latter days’. In the midst of this prophecy we read, “a star shall come out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel”. The star led the wise men to the One who was, and is, the true King of Israel, Jesus Christ. Even from the time of Moses, God was revealing himself and his plans not just to Israel, but also to the Gentiles.
So eventually the magi find Jesus at Bethlehem. There is some debate as to how long after Jesus’ birth this was, but to be honest it doesn’t really matter. They brought gifts of gold (Jesus as king), frankincense (Jesus as priest) and myrrh (Jesus as sacrificial offering). They are strange gifts for a baby or toddler, but they each point to Jesus’ significance and all that he would do in fulfilment of prophecy. Although this Bible passage is not very long, there are a lot of important and significant details within it. They show how God spoke through the prophets, to all people, about his plan of salvation for all humanity.
We close our reading with the wise men heeding God’s direction for them not to return to Herod. Gentiles with good intentions, who have listened to God and worshipped his Son, keep him away from the reaches of another Gentile, hostile king Herod. Herod had no intention of bringing gifts, worship or homage to God’s Son. Instead his desire was to kill him and get rid of a future rival, who was and is King, Prophet and sacrifice. God has revealed himself to the world in the person of his Son, Jesus Christ. He does not, however, force us to accept him, or proclaim him as Lord and Saviour. It is only by God’s grace, through faith in Christ, that any may be saved, regardless of whether you are a Jew or a Gentile, a shepherd, an official or a king, a man or a woman. What wonderful good news God leads us to today, not by a star, but through his Son, revealed in his Word. Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Loving God, we thank you for leading people like us to salvation through your Son, Jesus Christ. Just as the magi followed the star to see your Son and bring him gifts, so may we also be led to Jesus to bring our worship and commitment to Him. Hear our prayers for this world, that others may also be brought to your wonderful grace and truth, perfectly revealed in your Son.
· We pray for all the nations of this world, facing difficult decisions whether about vaccines, spending, military action or trade deals. We pray for wisdom for those in authority, and ask that they may be led to that which is good, true and beneficial for all.
· Lord, we pray for those who are ill at this time. We think particularly of those suffering with coronavirus, whether in hospital or at home. We pray too for those who are awaiting surgery or treatment for other illnesses or injuries. Grant to them your healing and strength. Be with all those who care for and treat those who are ill and suffering, giving them the skill and strength they need.
· We pray for those who mourn. We think particularly of the friends and family of individuals we know who have died recently. Grant to them your peace and comfort at this difficult time, we pray. May those who are lonely in their grief know your presence with them.
· Loving God, we pray for ourselves too. Grant to us wisdom to follow you all the days of our lives. May we seek your praise and glory through all that we do. Grant us strength and courage to share the Gospel in our words and deeds.
Hear our prayers, O Lord, for we pray them in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing
May God the Father, who led the wise men by the shining of a star to find the Christ child, the Light from light, lead us also in our own lives’ journey to discover the Lord. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.
