Home Service Sheet For Christmas Day 2020
Call to Worship: Psalm 97
Heavenly Father, you sent your Son to be born in a stable. Be with all who are lonely at this time, and with all who feel distant from celebrations. Be for each person the one, true living hope that lightens their hearts. Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Saviour and our eternal God. As we read your Word today help us to listen, understand and apply all that you have revealed to us in it. In Jesus’ name we ask this, amen!
Sing or Read the hymn Christians, awake by John Byrom
https://youtu.be/Dz_YyrFqjcQ
	1 Christians, awake, salute the happy morn, 
whereon the Saviour of the world was born; 
rise to adore the mystery of love, 
which hosts of angels chanted from above; 
with them the joyful tidings were begun 
of God incarnate and the Virgin's son.

	2 Then to the watchful shepherds it was told, 
who heard th'angelic herald's voice: "Behold,
I bring good tidings of a Saviour’s birth 
to you and all the nations on the earth: 
this day hath God fulfilled his promised word, 
this day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord."

	3 He spake, and straightway the celestial choir
in hymns of joy, unknown before, conspire;
the praises of redeeming love they sang,
and heav'n's whole orb with alleluias rang;
God's highest glory was their anthem still,
peace on the earth, and unto men good will.

	4 Oh, may we keep and ponder in our mind
God's wondrous love in saving lost mankind!
Trace we the babe, who hath retrieved our loss,
from his poor manger to his bitter cross.
Tread in his steps, assisted by his grace,
till our imperfect state God doth replace.

	5 Then may we hope, th'angelic throngs among,
to sing, redeemed, a glad triumphal song;
he that was born upon this joyful day
around us all his glory shall display;
saved by his love, incessant we shall sing
eternal praise to heav'n's almighty King. 

	


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Bible Reading Luke 2:1-20 
We begin today with the reason for Mary and Joseph travelling from Nazareth to Bethlehem, where Jesus would be born. It’s interesting to note the way in which God brings this fulfilment of prophecy to pass. He’s already sent angels and dreams to Mary and Joseph, but instead of using his messengers, God uses the greed of the Roman Empire to bring it about. The reality is that making a complete inventory of everything you own or command, which is another description of a census, is done to gloat and work out how much tax you can demand. God, in his sovereignty, used the machinations of a pagan empire to fulfil prophecy. Remember that the next time you wonder whether God is truly in control!
There is some scholarly debate surrounding why the family would need to travel to Bethlehem, but when it comes down to it, all we need to know is that they did. Despite Joseph’s ancestral links to the town, he seems not to have any relatives with whom he can stay. It’s also obvious that the town was busy because of the census, and so ultimately Mary and Joseph find themselves in accommodation designed for livestock. Here in the humble, and probably smelly, surroundings Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God, is born, taking on flesh and blood. Definitely not where you expect a king to be born!
Next we come to the motley crew of shepherds out in the fields, looking after their sheep. In the culture of the time shepherds, although needed and important, were the kinds of people polite society would want to avoid. They would be rough around the edges, smelly and dirty, and yet God chose to announce the birth of his Son to them, rather than to the religious leaders in Jerusalem. Their place in the story of Jesus’ birth remind us that the Gospel is for everyone. Yes, the good news of Jesus is for respectable people, but it is also for shepherds, criminals, Gentiles, and even us. No-one is beyond the reach of the Gospel.
On hearing the news from the angels, and experiencing the wondrous praise that was being sung to God by the angels, the shepherds decided to go and find the Messiah for themselves. They genuinely seem to have been intrigued and excited about this special birth, as they went with ‘haste’, and managed to find the family fairly easily, just as the angels had told them. Shepherds were probably not top of Mary’s list of who she might like to see in the stable that night, and yet there is no indication that they were shunned. We are also told that Mary treasured all these things in her heart, and thought about them. Even though Mary had received God’s message about Jesus, she still continued to think and reflect on all that was happening. Perhaps that’s a good example for us at this Christmas time?
The Babe born at Bethlehem welcomes all, regardless of their background, job, race, colour or sex. God loves us so very much. However, real love wants the best for others. Jesus cares too much to just let people continue in sin all the way down the road of life that leads to hell. So yes, all are welcome, but not all are saved. All are welcome, but without faith and repentance none will be born again. This Christmas let us remember God’s greatest gift to the world with thankfulness. Let us also not take his love in Jesus for granted, but rather let us share the true Gospel message with others so that they too may be saved to eternal life. Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
On this Christmas Day, we come to you, O Lord, with our prayers for the world and its people. Christ, born in a stable, give courage to all who are homeless.
· Christ, for whom the angels sang, give the song of the kingdom to all who weep.
· Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, give peace on earth to all who are oppressed.
· Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, give humility and wisdom to all who govern.
· Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you.
Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, you know us and love us, you share our lives and hear our prayer. Glory be to you for ever. Amen!
Blessing
May the joy of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, the worship of the wise men, and the peace of the Christ child be yours, this Christmas. And the blessing of God, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always. Amen!
