Home Service Sheet Sunday 25 October 2020
Call to Worship:                  Psalm 124
 
Heavenly Father, today we recall your faithfulness. Thank you that you walk with us in each moment of every day. Thank you that your promises are true and your goodness never fails us. In this moment we come to you and we lay our lives before you. May we worship and adore you with every fibre of our being. May everything within us cry "Holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come". And so today we join with all those who worship and confess you as Lord, and with all the angels that sing in heaven of your greatness and beauty. Lord we adore you. Lord we love you. Hallelujah! Amen!
Sing or Read the hymn Who is on the Lord’s Side by Frances Havergal
https://youtu.be/myGRzAvXFcg
	1. Who is on the Lord’s side? Who will serve the King?
Who will be His helpers, other lives to bring?
Who will leave the world’s side? Who will face the foe?
Who is on the Lord’s side? Who for Him will go?
By Thy call of mercy, by Thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side - Saviour, we are Thine!

	2. Not for weight of glory, nor for crown and palm,
Enter we the army, raise the warrior psalm;
But for love that claimeth lives for whom He died:
He whom Jesus saveth marches on His side.
By Thy love constraining, by Thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side - Saviour, we are Thine!

	3. Jesus, Thou hast bought us, not with gold or gem,
But with Thine own lifeblood, for Thy diadem;
With Thy blessing filling each who comes to Thee,
Thou hast made us willing, Thou hast made us free.
By Thy grand redemption, by Thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side - Saviour, we are Thine!

	4. Fierce may be the conflict, strong may be the foe,
But the King’s own army none can overthrow;
’Round His standard ranging, victory is secure,
For His truth unchanging makes the triumph sure.
Joyfully enlisting, by Thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side - Saviour, we are Thine!


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading                          Genesis 46:1-7, 26-34
2nd Bible Reading                         Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
Last week, in Genesis chapter 45, we left Jacob with his sons, having just been told that Joseph is in fact still alive. After many years of grief, believing him to have been devoured by wild animals, he can look forward to seeing him again soon, once the long journey down to Egypt has been completed. Interestingly in our reading today we find Jacob stopping at Beersheba first. If we look back through Genesis we find Beersheba first coming to our attention in chapter 21 where Abraham, Jacob’s grandfather, made a covenant with Abimelech, a Philistine king. He regained the use of the Wells in that location. There is a further reference to it when Jacob’s father, Isaac, came to Beersheba in a time of famine and received the promise of God regarding the land and becoming a great nation.
 
In our reading today, God appears to Jacob in a dream and reiterates those same promises that he has made before to Abraham and Isaac. During his stop there Jacob makes sacrifices to God. It’s interesting that at this stage there are sacrifices being made, because the law has not yet been given to God’s people – that is still a few generations away. At this point the Israelites do not have God’s commands about why and how they should make acceptable sacrifices to God, yet they make sacrifices anyway. Reading between the lines, God must find these sacrifices acceptable, and yet of course, there is only one sacrifice that God truly finds sufficient, the sacrifice of his only Son, Jesus Christ.
 
God speaks these words to Jacob, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph's hand shall close your eyes.” During the famine in the time of Isaac God had specifically told him to not go to Egypt, but now the time is right for that journey. Notice how God promises Jacob that he will go with him to Egypt, and bring him back out again. What we as Christians know as a reality, Jacob experienced as a special promise from God – his presence with him. If God is with us we need not be afraid, whatever might happen.
We are then given a description of who travelled down to Egypt with Jacob and his sons, and in verse 26 we are told that there were 66 of them in total. That’s rather a lot of people to look after and provide for in the land of Goshen! It’s interesting that the number of them is noted, although I don’t know why that is (also intriguing, and perhaps co-incidental that it’s the same number as there are books in the Bible)! We are then told of the emotional reunion of Jacob with his long-lost son, Joseph. There are tears, joy and contentment at what God has brought about. It’s good to remember that all this has happened because God is sovereign over all people and circumstances, and that God’s providence is also in evidence.
The chapter ends with some odd remarks about the Egyptians finding shepherding an abomination, but I don’t think we should worry too much about that. Rather I think it better to see the parallels between Joseph and Jacob travelling to Egypt, and God’s Son Jesus fleeing to Egypt many, many years later. Our New Testament reading is a part of the nativity story that we often skip over, and yet there are some important points to note. Firstly, we should notice that God specifically directs his people to safety and provision in the land of Egypt for a limited time only, before bringing them back to the Promised Land with a great purpose. Israel was to become God’s special, covenant people. Jesus was to proclaim the good news of the kingdom, and preach repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
In the Promised Land God established his first covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, which would come to fruition in the twelve tribes of Israel. Also in the Promised Land God established the new covenant through the shed blood of the perfect, spotless sacrificial lamb, his Son, Jesus. As great a story the life of Joseph and his family may be, it is but a pale shadow of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Much greater than being a great nation, we have the promise of eternal life. God fulfilled what he had spoken through the prophets, which again assured us that God is in control and we can trust him. Whatever we face God is bigger than it all, and can do that which is for our good. What a wonderful God we follow! Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Loving God, we come to you now with our prayers for this world, knowing that you hear us:
· Father, we pray for the nations. We pray for all in authority who face difficult decisions that affect the lives of many; grant them wisdom and courage. We pray particularly for our government in the decisions they have to make in slowing the spread of the coronavirus, and also with regards to Brexit.
· Father, we pray for the Church. Thank you for every person who has been born from above and is now in union with Christ Jesus. Guard and guide each one, and protect their hearts and minds from the deceit and lies that come from the devil, who is the father of all lies. Guide each one we pray, into the way of truth and grant to them wisdom and sound judgement, to recognise what is good and what is evil. Build your Church, we pray.
· Father, we pray for others. We pray for those who are unwell due to the coronavirus: in your compassion, grant them strength and healing. We pray also for those who care for them. Lord, be with those who are homeless and distressed too.
· Father, we pray for ourselves. The Gospel is the good news that God is restoring our broken lives through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Father, we thank you for your love and involvement in our lives. Just as Jesus gave his life for us, help us to give our lives back to you. Fill us with your love and help us to follow you.
Hear us we pray, for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing
May the Lord our God bless us all this day with his love, grace and mercy. May we each be granted his wisdom and understanding throughout the days to come to live in the light of his Word, and to his glory. This we ask in Jesus’ name, amen!
