Home Service Sheet Sunday 18 October 2020
Call to Worship:                  Psalm 123

Loving God, today we remember your faithfulness. Thank you that you walk with us everyday, that you are with us in each moment. Thank you that your promises are true and your goodness never fails us. In this moment we come to you and we lay our lives before you. May we worship and adore you with every fibre of our being. May everything within us cry "Holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come". And so today we join with all those who worship and confess you as Lord, from generations past and present, and with all the angels that sing in heaven of your greatness and beauty. To you alone be all the praise and glory. Amen!
Sing or Read the hymn In Christ Alone by Stuart Townend and Keith Getty
https://youtu.be/16KYvfIc2bE
	In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

	In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.

	There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

	No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading                           Genesis 45:1-28
2nd Bible Reading                           Romans 11:1-10
Throughout the life of Joseph we’ve seen the good, the bad and the ugly. At his best he is presented as a faithful follower of God who does the right thing. At his worst he appears petty and vindictive, particularly against his brothers who wronged him many years before. As we come to the conclusion of the setup of Genesis Chapter 44 with the planted silver cup placed in Benjamin’s sack, we are left wondering whether Joseph will respond to Judah’s offer of personal exchange for the youngest. Will Joseph finally relent, or will he cause his brothers (and his father) to suffer some more yet?
 
We don’t have long to wait for an answer, as we see that Joseph can no longer keep up his act of simply being an uninterested bystander and witness to all that is going on in the lives of the brothers. He finally breaks down in tears and reveals his true identity to them. How must they have felt? Scared, concerned, anxious, maybe even a bit annoyed at how long Joseph had kept up the pretence? Our reading today certainly shows us that they are afraid, mainly because of how they had treated Joseph all those years before. However, Joseph is quick to reassure them that they need not worry.
 
In verse 5 we read Joseph saying, “now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.” We are given our first hint of the bigger picture God has painted through the life of Joseph. As interesting a story as it is, and it has enough plot twists and drama to make quite the page turner, that’s not why we find it here in Scripture. God has his own purposes to bring about through Joseph and, however much people try to derail his plans, God’s will will be done. Not only does God ensure that the lives of Jacob, his sons and their families are kept safe, but he is preparing a whole people for himself who will follow him forever.
In verse 7 Joseph puts it slightly differently, making the same point even clearer still. “God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors.” At a literal level God is again showing his concern for specific individuals, just as he did for Noah and his family at the time of the flood, and just as he did for Lot and his daughters when he destroyed the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. God would go on to preserve a remnant people from the land of Egypt a few generations later under the leadership of Moses. As history continues again and again there is a faithful remnant that God preserves, whether it’s Elijah and the faithful remnant, Nehemiah, Daniel or those who will follow his Word and remain faithful in the book of Revelation (“to him who overcomes will be given…).
 
This points us to the reality that not all people will be saved and inherit eternal life in Christ. Only those whom God has chosen will receive salvation through grace, by faith in Jesus. They are the faithful remnant now. Almost all the books of the New Testament warn against false teachers and heresies that will arise in the Church when many will be deceived (technically known as the great apostasy). Yet if we keep our faith in Christ and the true teachings of His Word we will be kept by God, even though we may suffer physical persecution and mental anguish in this world and age. 
 
Our second reading, from Romans, also speaks of the remnant that God is keeping for himself. In chapter 11 Paul is writing about the Jewish people of his day who had not come to believe that Jesus was (and still is) the Messiah. He speculates about their relationship with God, but does not have the definite answers he would like to have. His main focus, though, is on what he knows for certain because God has revealed it in his Word. Paul knows that some Jews will be saved, himself included, but not simply on the basis that they are an Israelite. Those Jews (and Gentiles) who are being saved are saved because of God’s grace towards them in Jesus Christ (see vv.5-6), and not because of their ethnic heritage or a birthright. 
 
Paul also points to God’s care for his remnant people - “at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace.” So often we worry about small numbers of people in church fellowships, and declining attendance at services. In his Word, though, God calls us to faithfully follow him, even if we are a small remnant people, perhaps as few as in Elijah’s day (see 1 Kings 18:20-19:18). We are to bow our knees (figuratively) to Jesus alone, and not to our day’s equivalents of Baal. God is even now keeping his remnant people, saving them by his grace. Let us remain faithful in our following Jesus in obedience through faith. Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Heavenly Father, we bring before you today our prayers for this world and its people.
· Lord, we pray for the nations. Guide with your wisdom and power the leaders of the nations, so that peace and mutual trust, may be sought by all. May all peoples share with justice the resources of the earth. We pray too for the worldwide efforts to contain the pandemic and pray for those suffering with the virus.
· Lord, we pray for the Church. Send out the light and truth of your gospel and bring people everywhere to know and love you. Enable those who minister among us to commend your truth by their example and teaching. May we gladly receive and obey your word.
· Lord, we pray for those in need. We commend to your care, merciful God, all who are in sorrow, sickness, discouragement or any other trouble. Give them patience and a firm trust in your goodness. Help those who care for them, and bring us all into the joy of your salvation.
· Lord, we pray for ourselves. We praise you for all your servants whose lives have honoured Christ. Encourage us by their example, so that we may run with perseverance the race that lies before us, and share with them the fullness of joy in your kingdom.
Hear our prayer, O Lord, for we pray in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing
Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word, and encouraging us in our meeting together. Take us and use us to love and serve you, and all people, in the power of your Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen!
