Home Service Sheet Sunday 11 October 2020
Call to Worship:            Psalm 122
Creator God, we glimpse your beauty in setting sun, mountain top, and eagle's wing. We sense your power in thunder crash, lightning flash and ocean's roar. Creator God we praise you. Precious Jesus, we see your love stretched out upon the cross. We stand in awe at your sacrifice, pure love poured out for humankind. Precious Jesus we praise you. Holy Spirit, we see your power in lives transformed, and hearts on fire. We ask you to illumine the Word for us, so that we would be comforted, guided, and called according to your purposes. Holy Spirit we praise you. May this time of worship be acceptable to you, O Lord, Father, Son and Holy Spirit Amen!
Sing or Read the hymn Behold the mountain of the Lord by Michael Bruce
https://youtu.be/77y2p2jfgUw
	Behold the mountain of the Lord 
In latter days shall rise 
On mountain tops above the hills, 
And draw the wondering eyes. 

	To this the joyful nations round, 
All tribes and tongues shall flow,
‘Up to the hill of God,’ they’ll say,
‘And to His house we’ll go.’ 

	The Word that shines from Zion’s hill 
Shall lighten every land; 
Our Saviour-King shall teach His ways, 
And countless hearts command. 
 
	Among the nations He shall judge, 
And into Truth shall guide; 
He many people shall rebuke, 
And quell the sinner’s pride. 

	His subjects shall be filled with love 
To harvest souls these years; 
To ploughshares they shall beat their swords, 
To pruning hooks their spears. 

	His own, among the nations set, 
All racial hate disown, 
And national pride subordinate 
To serve the eternal throne. 

	O ‘House of Jacob’, called of God, 
Elect from every land, 
O come and walk in His great light, 
Beneath His mighty hand

	


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading                          Genesis 44:1-34
2nd Bible Reading                         Hebrews 10:1-18
Last week the brothers ate with Joseph, and now they are about to journey back home to their father. However, Joseph creates more problems for them by instructing his steward to hide a special silver cup in Benjamin’s sack. In this chapter it actually seems easier to like and respect Judah than Joseph, but we’ll come back to that later. Why does Joseph give instructions to hide money and a precious cup in the sacks of his brothers, we might wonder? Is he trying to avenge himself on his brothers by putting them through great anguish? We never get an answer to this, but perhaps it points us to the fact that Joseph, like all other human beings is flawed, doing both good and evil.
Joseph follows up by sending his steward after the brothers very soon after they have departed, giving him accusations to make against them. The details are very interesting! “Why have you repaid evil for good? Is it not from this that my lord drinks, and by this that he practices divination? You have done evil in doing this”. Firstly the accusation is untrue – they have not ‘done evil’, because in fact it was at Joseph’s command that the cup was put in Benjamin’s sack. Secondly, and perhaps more concerning, is the fact that this cup is described as one by which Joseph ‘practices divination’. The law of God specifically condemns and forbids divination (see Deuteronomy 18:9-14). What actually is divination, though?
Basically divination is the seeking after knowledge of future events, or special secret wisdom from some kind of spiritual being. There are some very obvious problems with this. Firstly God has revealed to us now everything that we need to know for salvation in His Word. Secondly to seek after any other spiritual being than God is plainly and simply idolatry and sin. So what is Joseph doing practising divination? There is no sure answer to this. Some suggest he says he uses divination (v.15) as part of his plot against the brothers. Others suggest the Hebrew text should be translated slightly differently as ‘about this (cup) he would certainly have divined (or known)’. Yet another option is that Joseph used the cup to enquire of God, not knowing any better at this point. We don’t know which is correct, but we can be sure that the only ways in which we should enquire of God is through reading his Word and by prayer.
Returning to our story we see that the brothers have no knowledge of what has happened, and pledge themselves to slavery if the cup is found. When the cup was found, the brothers “tore their clothes, and every man loaded his donkey, and they returned to the city.” They were not about to abandon Benjamin and save themselves; they instead tried to sort things out. Judah shows himself to be a very different man now, interceding for Benjamin. He explains to Joseph the whole story of all that has happened, including what the loss of the youngest brother would do to their father, Jacob. He concludes with this offer of substitution, “please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers.”
 
Judah offers to suffer in the place of Benjamin, which is a shadow of what Jesus, of the tribe of Judah, does for us on the cross. We will find out Joseph’s response next time. Instead let us turn to our reading from the letter to the Hebrews. The author of the letter explains to us how the law and the appointed sacrifices for sin were incomplete, and point us towards our need for a Saviour. He shows us how Jesus fulfilled that need, and understood that He was was the once for all sacrifice needed to pay the price for all our sin. He came to do the will of the Father, and through that “we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
 
Not only are our sins paid for and forgiven in the death of Jesus, but also we are made holy. Jesus, God and man, was perfect, without sin, and through his death on the cross a substitution takes place. He took on Himself our sin and the punishment we deserved, whilst His righteousness and holiness was imputed to us. We were washed clean and given white robes of purity. He also places his Holy Spirit within us, writing his law on our hearts, helping us to live in accordance with his ways. He transforms us; we do not (and cannot) transform ourselves. No more sacrifices are needed as Jesus’ death on the cross was sufficient for all. Judah had gone through something of a transformation, but he was still a sinner. If we simply try to be like Judah then that will not be enough. Instead we need to trust in Jesus and His sacrifice on the cross for us. Through our faith in Him alone we are forgiven, made righteous and given the Holy Spirit. Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Almighty and ever-loving God, we come before you today with our prayers for this earth, it’s peoples, the church and individuals we know. As we do so, we ask that you would hear our prayer.
· Father we pray for every nation of this earth. We ask for wisdom for governments and rulers as they seek to lead in difficult times. We pray for medical workers and carers treating and looking after all who are ill, particularly with the coronavirus. We pray for all research scientists seeking to find a vaccine, and ask that you would guide them.
· Father we pray for this country. Specifically we pray for our government and local councils seeking the best way forward with restrictions and support. We pray for those who have been made redundant, and those struggling with their own mental health at this time.
· Father we pray for your Church worldwide. Grant wisdom and understanding to all who you have called to lead, and grant them boldness in proclaiming the Gospel. Build your Church, O Lord, in all nations and amongst all people groups.
· Father we pray for all who we know and love, asking that you would be with them day by day. Grant healing to those who are ill, direction to those who are confused, and your love and presence to all who are struggling. Be with us also in the days to come.
These things we ask in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing (Numbers 6:24-26)
The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen!
