Home Service Sheet Sunday 4 October 2020
Call to Worship:               Psalm 121
Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we come before you today with confidence, knowing that You love us, and have redeemed us through your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. We come to praise You for giving us strength and help for each day. You are faithful and consistent, even when everything around us is changing. Your grace and mercy towards us is beyond our understanding, and we praise you and thank you for that. Help us today to listen to your Word and respond in obedience to it, that this may be our spiritual act of worship. This we ask to your glory, amen!
Sing or Read the hymn Before the throne of God above by Charitie Lees Bancroft
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWN16N5vb9A&feature=youtu.be
	Before the throne of God above I have a strong and perfect plea
A great High Priest whose name is love who ever lives and pleads for me
My name is graven on His hands, my name is written on His heart
I know that while in heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart. (x2)

	When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see Him there who made an end of all my sin
Because the sinless Savior died my sinful soul is counted free
For God the Just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me. (x2)

	Behold Him there, the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless Righteousness
The great unchangeable I AM, the King of glory and of grace
One with Himself, I cannot die; my soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Savior and my God! (x2)

	


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading                           Genesis 43:1-34
2nd Bible Reading                            Luke 12:13-21
Jacob and his sons, minus Simeon, who is still in an Egyptian jail cell, have finally run out of the provisions they had received from their first journey to Egypt, and again they need more food. The brothers know that the only way to get more food is to return to Egypt with their youngest brother, Benjamin, despite the fears of their elderly father that he will not return. Whereas in the previous chapter Jacob had refused to allow Benjamin to go, he now resigns himself to losing his favourite son if that is what must happen. It’s a rather sad scene, but ultimately everything will turn out better than Jacob or his sons could ever have hoped or imagined that it would.
Interestingly a new detail is revealed when Jacob verbally hits out at his sons. They reply and say, “The man questioned us carefully about ourselves and our kindred, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?” If we are to believe this version of events, and we have no real reason not to, then it would appear that Joseph had been planning to see his father and full brother, Benjamin, all along. Considering the age of his father and how long Joseph had been away, it was always possible that they were no longer alive. Joseph’s concern for his family begins to show through. The brothers were honest, which seems to irk Jacob, but as the saying goes, honesty is the best policy.
Perhaps in a move that finally brings Benjamin into our story, Judah pledges responsibility for anything that might befall the favoured son. There are several unanswered questions here. Has Jacob not learnt his lesson about showing favouritism amongst his children? Has Judah changed and become a better man over the years? We don’t get full answers to these questions, but what we do get instead is recognition that God’s mercy is needed in this situation. Alongside the gift for the Egyptian official (Joseph), Jacob adds a prayer for God’s mercy upon them all. What bribes cannot achieve, Jacob hopes that a desperate prayer can. This is, of course, another foreshadowing of the wonderful truth that we all need God’s mercy and forgiveness in Jesus.
On arrival in Egypt the brothers become even more worried as they are summoned to Joseph’s house. They immediately confess to the steward that they had their money returned to them last time they were there in Egypt. The steward’s response is very interesting for a couple of reasons. Firstly he says, “Peace to you, do not be afraid.” This is the kind of thing angels often say to people when they appear to them in Scripture. Clearly this steward is a human being, but he is effectively an angel, or messenger, of Joseph. Secondly, he acknowledges the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, rather than the false gods of Egypt, “Your God… has put treasure in your sacks for you.” I think that it is reasonable to assume that the steward knows about the true God from Joseph. In his exalted position, Joseph must still worship and honour God, and this is seen by those around him. Our lives should likewise witness to our faith in Christ.
So the brothers finally settle down to a meal with Joseph, and seem to enjoy the food and drink, probably to excess based on the end of the chapter. Perhaps we need to contrast this with Jesus’ parable in Luke 12 about the rich fool. In this story the rich man seems most concerned about material possessions, rather than anything else. He stores up treasure and food for himself and relaxes, but God takes his life, and he is unable to enjoy the benefit of all that he has. Jesus’ final comment is very telling, “Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.” 
 
Our focus, as Christians, is to be on God first and foremost, and not the things of this world. This is a lesson that Joseph and his brothers would have done well to learn much sooner than they did. Instead of eating, drinking and getting merry, they should be focussed on God. The steward seems to have understood that all things, good and bad, come from God, perhaps having learned this from Joseph and his experiences. The brothers still seem unsure of this, as does their father Jacob, who thinks favour can be bought with gifts of pistachio nuts and spices! Do we recognise this wonderful truth that God is in control of everything, and from his hand come good and bad circumstances. Yet, through it all God ultimately brings about good for those who love him (Romans 8:28). Amen!
Prayers of Intercession
Heavenly Father, we bring before you our prayers for this world and all who dwell in it:
· We pray for nations and rulers. Grant to them wisdom to govern justly and compassionately over all their peoples. May they seek the good of all through cooperation, peace and respect. May the peoples have freedom to worship you wherever they may be.
· We pray for our country, and our government. In the midst of this pandemic grant them wisdom and humility to seek what is best for all. We pray for frontline workers, asking that you would grant them energy and courage to help others.
· We pray for the Church throughout this world. We ask that you would grant your people courage and boldness to follow you and proclaim the Gospel message. We think particularly of those who face persecution for their faith in you. Grant them the comfort of your Spirit, and help them to be bold in their witness.
· We pray for those who we know who need your touch at this time. Grant healing to those who are ill, grant a sense of your presence to those who are lonely, and grant direction to those who are confused. Be with each person we think of now.
All these things we pray in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, amen!
Blessing 
Heavenly Father, grant to us today sorrow over our sin, that we would seek your mercy and forgiveness. Grant us then strength and help to truly repent, and live in obedience to you. May your blessing rest upon us and May the light of the Gospel shine in and through us. Amen!
