

Home Service Sheet for Sunday 30 August 2020
Call to Worship                Psalm 34:1-4
Almighty God, we come to you today, trusting in your goodness, love and mercy. You are the Creator of all things, and to you belongs all praise and glory. You are worthy of worship at all times, not just when good things happen, but in the midst of trials and suffering too. Help us to know that you are good and your love endures forever. Father, we recognise that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, through negligence, weakness and our own deliberate fault. We are sorry and ask that you would forgive us our sins and help us to truly repent of them. Thank you for your grace and mercy towards us in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour. May we have ears to hear all that you speak to us this day. Amen.
Sing or read the hymn A Mighty Fortress is our God written by Martin Luther
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4EoLm3_luM&feature=youtu.be
	1 A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.
	2 Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
Were not the right man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sabbaoth, His name, from age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.

	3 And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure;
One little word shall fell him.

	4 That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours, through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still;
His kingdom is forever.


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading                             Genesis 41:1-16
2nd Bible Reading                              Colossians 1:24-29
Having left Joseph rotting in prison last week, we now come to his eventual release two years later. There are some interesting thoughts on why God left him there that bit longer, but the Bible doesn’t tell us why. Perhaps Joseph still needed to learn humility through further trials? Whatever the reason, though, God now sets events in motion to accomplish his plans and purposes. In verse 1 we read, “After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile”. Notice that the events that lead to Joseph’s release are not his own doing, but rather God’s. It is entirely through God’s grace and provision that Joseph is released. This is accomplished by giving Pharaoh a dream that neither he nor his advisors understood.
 
Finally, the cup bearer we met in the previous chapter remembers Joseph. “A young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. When we told him, he interpreted our dreams to us, giving an interpretation to each man according to his dream. And as he interpreted to us, so it came about.” (Vv. 12-13) If you had dreamt a troubling dream that you didn’t understand then this would surely be of great interest to you. Again we might wonder about the motives of the cup-bearer. Was he seeking to help Joseph, or perhaps improve his own standing before Pharaoh? Again Scripture is silent, but God’s providence wins through. Now Joseph is summoned, made to look presentable and finally arrives in the court of Pharaoh.
On arriving, Pharaoh speaks to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” (v.15) The scene is set for Joseph to make a very favourable impression on the king, but instead of simply getting on with interpreting the dream, Joseph makes it clear that it is not his ability, but rather God’s gift to him. “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favourable answer.” (v.16) In other words any glory goes straight to God, and not Joseph. This is really important to note, and has parallels in the New Testament.
Paul, writing to the church in Corinth says this, “Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) In other words, when God is at work the glory goes to him, and not to us. This is clearly illustrated in our passage from Genesis 41. This brings us to the whole purpose of God giving Pharaoh the dream – we will look at the dream and it’s interpretation next week. I believe that God gave the dream to Pharaoh to reveal that He alone is God. We might even say that it was a sign pointing directly to who God is. To quote King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, speaking in response to Daniel’s interpretation of his dream, “Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery.” (Daniel 2:47) What matters is that God is glorified!
We could rightly say that our purpose in life is to glorify God, and point others towards him. The nineteenth Century theologian Jonathan Edwards put it like this, “The one end of all creation is God’s… glory”. Through going on to reveal the meaning of Pharaoh’s dream, Joseph ensured that the glory went to God. This is where our short reading from Colossians comes in. Paul writes about his purpose in becoming a minister of the Gospel, “to make the word of God fully known, the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints.” (vv.25-26) Again God is glorified through the revealing of his Word.
 
However intelligent or skilled we might be, we are as nothing compared with God. Nothing that we can do ourselves can earn us salvation, only the act of God in and through his Son, Jesus Christ. No great insights on our part can explain the mysteries or wonders of God, only his revealing of these things to us can. In the way that God has revealed his truth to us the glory must go to God alone. We see this in the life of Joseph. We see this in the life of the Apostle Paul. My prayer is that we would all see this in our lives too that the glory would go to God alone, and not to us. Amen!
Prayers of intercession
Loving God, we come to you now with our prayers for the world, the church and ourselves, with confidence that you hear our prayer:
· We pray for the peoples of this world and their leaders; countries in crisis; our government, local councils and other decision makers; the police and those who administer our laws. Give wisdom to those in authority in every land, and give to all peoples a desire for righteousness and peace, to seek the common good and to share with justice the resources of the earth.
· We pray for those who struggle with physical and mental illnesses, anxiety and depression. We pray that they will be able to receive the treatment and care they need. We pray too for medical staff and carers, asking that you would strengthen and equip them in all that they do.
· We pray for your church. Jesus said that he would build his church and the gates of Hell would not prevail against it. Lord, fill your church with the security that comes from knowing we are loved by you. Fill us, too, with boldness to proclaim the Gospel to others. You are able to do far more than all that we ask or imagine, through your Spirit at work within us. 
· We pray for ourselves, asking that you would strengthen us each day in our faith and walk with you. Grant to us wisdom, love for others and love for you. May our lives reflect your character and point others towards you.
Hear our prayer, O Lord, for it is in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, that we pray, Amen.
Prayer of blessing
May the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us and those whom we love this day and forevermore, amen!
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