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Dear Friends
Recently the Washington Examiner newspaper in the United States of America ran a story about mathematics. In this article they wrote, “A math education professor in New York City claimed that the equation 2+2=4 “reeks of white supremacist patriarchy… The idea that math (or data) is culturally neutral or in any way objective is a MYTH. i'm ready to move on with that understanding. who's coming with me?” Brooklyn College professor of math education Laurie Rubel tweeted last week”.
My initial response to this article was one of disbelief! What was this professor of mathematics actually thinking? To quote the vicar of Thornton, Harry Gwinnett, tweeting in response to this article on Twitter, “What absolutely ridiculous rubbish”! I’m sure most, if not all, of you would agree with his assessment, as do I! Another mathematician was also quoted in the same story, saying, “It’s certainly the case… that feats of engineering like space travel and rocketry utterly depend upon accepting stable meanings of mathematical statements like 2+2=4 as objectively true, not mere accidents of culture”.
Clearly some things in life are a matter of opinion, such as Bradford City are a better football team than Oldham Athletic, or that door should be painted orange rather than blue. We may have strong views about what is right, and we may have evidence to back up our position, but when it comes down to it they are a matter of opinion, and different people will come to different conclusions. However, there are many things that are just simply facts; they are either true or false.
If I have two marker pens in one hand and two marker pens in the other, and I bring them together, how many marker pens do I have? Aidan would happily tell me the answer is 4 marker pens, and he would be correct. Facts and truth are not a matter of opinion or perspective, they are simply facts and truth. So why does this matter, you might be wondering? Well, let me tell you why I think this matters.
In order to build a house you need foundations. They need to be solid so that whatever is built on top will remain firmly and securely in place. The world and everything in it is also like this – it is built on firm and solid foundations, like maths, science and other truths. Without those solid foundations the world will fall apart, space rockets will crash and buildings will collapse. The real issue that causes people to say really odd things is that they think there is no such thing as the truth.
As Christians we know that there is indeed such a thing as the truth and it is revealed to us by God himself in his Son, Jesus Christ, through the work of the Holy Spirit. In John’s Gospel chapter 17 we find Jesus praying to his Father in the garden of Gethsemane. In the midst of his prayer for the disciples he prays this:
“I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.” (John 17:14-19, ESV)
God’s Word is truth, and it is in, or through, that Word that we are made holy. Truth matters, and when we stand on the truth that Jesus is God’s Son, who came to earth, was without sin, died on the cross for our sake, was buried and rose again, we are hated by the world. Truth matters, and so every time the idea of a universal truth is questioned or rejected it makes the rejection of Christ easier. People might say to us, ‘that’s your truth, and I’ve got my truth’. The reality is, though, that truth is not subjective; it doesn’t depend on whether or not we like something, or on our age, nationality or ethnicity. Truth is truth, full stop!
Let us be those who stand on the truth of God’s Word. Sin is always sin, and not a lifestyle choice. Lying is always lying, even if we’re trying not to hurt someone’s feelings. God is always God, even when we don’t understand why he does things the way that he does. The truth of the Gospel is always true, even when others dislike it or reject it. Jesus Christ is always the Saviour of the world and God’s Son, regardless of what other religions say. Let our faith be built on the sure foundation, which is Jesus Christ our Lord!
Yours, Fred.
Lockdown at Thimble Stones View
We have just been watching a programme about Captain Sir Tom Moore. To quote him - 'Things will get better' - what an amazing man. 
I think we are all getting to the stage of having had enough of 'lockdown'. We were just beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel, when someone switched the light out and we were put into restrictions again.
I must admit, we enjoyed it at the beginning - we were now properly retired and not running around like crackpots. All our domestic tasks - put off for ages - are now complete and the garden looks tidier than usual. David's railway layout is nearing completion and I have lost count of how many woolly hats I've knitted.
We have none of us been able to do what we really wanted. We have had more time to reflect and think of others who have been ill and those who have sadly died due to Covid 19. It has affected us all in some way or another.
To go back to Tom Moore - 'Things will get better!'
David starts his radiotherapy on Thursday 27th August for 4 weeks and then we have a few days away.
We know that it is only through God's grace that we come through all the difficulties the world puts in our way.
God willing, we shall be able to worship together in a different way to usual quite soon.
Janet. 
Treasurer's notes
Since the report in the last newsletter, a further £1758.60 has been received, bringing the total in the 22 weeks since lockdown to £3078.60. Additional amounts have been received by cheque and cash in response to the previous appeal for which we are very grateful. 
However, as Fred has mentioned, ceiling repairs and repainting the main hall have been carried out, for which we had not budgeted, so funds are somewhat depleted. Further contributions will be gratefully received.
Many thanks, David
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