Home Service Sheet for Sunday 23 August 2020
Call to Worship                         Psalm 24:1-6
Heavenly Father I come to you today with worship and thanksgiving. You have created the heavens and the earth, and everything in them. To you alone belongs all praise and glory, honour, blessing and power! You knew me before I was born and even now know me better than I know myself. You know the end from the beginning, and you hold the future in your hands. You, O Lord, are holy and worthy of all praise! I confess that I have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, sometimes deliberately and sometimes without knowing. Lord, I am sorry for my sins and with your help I will repent of them. Forgive me on account of your great love and mercy in Jesus. Thank you for your forgiveness, and thank you Lord Jesus for dying for me on the cross. Help me to hear your word this day and respond in obedience. I ask this now in Jesus’ name, Amen.
Sing or read the hymn O God beyond all praising written by Michael Perry (1942-1996)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnnQpC9oLxU&feature=youtu.be
	1 O God beyond all praising,
we worship you today
and sing the love amazing
that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder
at every gift you send,
at blessings without number
and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you
and wait upon your word,
we honour and adore you,
our great and mighty Lord.
	2 Then hear, O gracious Saviour,
accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favour
may serve you as our king;
and whether our tomorrows
be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows
and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty
and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty
our sacrifice of praise.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading Genesis 40:1-23
2nd Bible Reading Revelation 21:1-8
Dreaming is something that everybody does whilst they are asleep, even though we often can’t remember them once we’ve woken up. Most of the time dreams are simply one way that the mind works things out, so during this time of pandemic many people have been having very strange dreams that probably help them to get their heads round the situation. Other times our dreams might be influenced by our fears, our hopes or even what we ate for supper! Dreams, such as the ones in our reading from Genesis are very much the exception, rather than the rule.
In the Bible dreams are not common occurrences. The majority of dreams recorded in Scripture are the ones interpreted by Joseph and later by the prophet Daniel. There are some more straight forward dream warnings too, particularly given to Joseph in Matthew’s Gospel, to keep Jesus safe. This would suggest that God speaking through dreams is pretty rare, and there are clearly huge historical gaps where God doesn’t speak in this way at all. There are even hints in the New Testament that God will not speak in this way today as He has revealed all we need to know clearly in his Son, Jesus Christ (see Hebrews 1:1-2).
So what can we learn from the dreams given to Pharaoh’s officials that Joseph interprets in our Old Testament reading today? Their purpose is clearly not to help us interpret our dreams, or the dreams of others. Instead they show us that God is in control, and knows the future. Joseph is still in prison, having been put there by Potiphar, following his wife’s false allegations. God’s favour is upon him and so he finds himself in charge of others prisoners, such as Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker. Now it’s clear this doesn’t happen quickly as we read in verse 4, “They spent a long time in prison”.
Yet God is still at work, even if it isn’t in the kind of timing Joseph might have liked. We see an indication of this in verse 14, when Joseph says to the cupbearer who is about to be released, “please remember me when everything is going well for you, and please be kind enough to mention me to the king and help me get out of this prison.” Perhaps Joseph is trying to hurry things along? However, this isn’t God’s timing, and he spends another two years in jail until he is finally released. We are reminded that just because we are God’s people, or even because we are obedient, it doesn’t guarantee us a good life. What we go through in this life doesn’t necessarily reflect the kind of people we are.
We see this same point in how the two servants are treated by Pharaoh. We are simply told that they both offended the king, and yet one is pardoned and the other is executed. If we have hope only for this life, as the Apostle Paul says, we are to be pitied above all others (1 Corinthians 15:9). Rather our hope of deliverance is found in Jesus Christ for the future. To outsiders it would have appeared that Joseph was going to die in prison without achieving very much, but God had other plans. So when Jesus died on the cross for us it seemed as though he had lost, but God raised him to life again on the third day, the victory won over sin and death. He has gone ahead of us to the Father’s right hand to prepare a place for us.
Revelation chapter 21 is a vision that God gave to the Apostle John of the future hope that is set before us in Jesus. John writes, “I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth disappeared, and the sea vanished.” This is God’s wonderful hope arriving, and as we read on we find much to cheer us about this new earth where we will live with God, just as Adam and Eve did in the garden before the fall. God will “wipe away all tears” and there “will be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain.” What a wonderful hope God has set before us! He has delivered us from the consequences of our sin; he has delivered us through Jesus. If you think the story of Joseph is a good story of God’s deliverance, the story of the Gospel is so much greater!
Amen!
Prayers of intercession
Gracious God, we ask that you would hear our prayers as we bring them before your throne of grace now:
· We pray for the world: for kings, queens, presidents and governments asking for your wisdom for them. Loving God, may you grant to them compassion for the weak, the poor and the homeless. May they administer justice with mercy.
· We pray for those who are ill. Lord, we think of those sick in hospital or at home. Grant to them your love and healing. Be with those who look after, care for and treat all who are unwell, and grant them the strength and energy they need, particularly in this time of pandemic.
· We pray for people we know. Faithful God be with each person we know who struggles at this time, whether with pain, loneliness or confusion. Grant to each a sense of your presence and love. Where we might provide relief from their struggles grant us love, compassion and confidence to share your love with them.
· We pray for the Church. Almighty God we pray for brothers in sisters in Christ who are facing persecution on account of their faith in Jesus, whether this is in the form of violence, ridicule or discrimination. Grant them boldness to keep on following you; be with them in times of suffering. At this time, O Lord, continue to build your church.
Hear all our prayers, Lord God, for we ask them in the name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen.
Prayer of blessing
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, wherever He may send you. May He guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May He bring you home rejoicing at the wonders He has shown you. May He bring you home rejoicing once again into our doors. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. (Northumbria Community blessing)
