Home Service Sheet for Sunday 9 August 2020
Call to Worship          Psalm 105:1-6
O give thanks to the Lord, let us praise his name together! Gracious God we come to you today with our praise and thanksgiving for all that you have done. We acknowledge the truth that all things work together for good for all who love you, even when it’s hard for us to see it. You have set the heavens and the earth in their proper places and are sustaining them day by day. Your love is truly amazing; beyond all we can ever grasp or imagine. Keep the focus of our praise on you today. Help us to worship you as you deserve to be praised. May we hear your word afresh today, and help us to understand and apply it to our lives. This we pray in the precious name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Amen!
Sing or read the hymn My Song is Love Unknown by Samuel Crossman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6zyI5Cbg1A&feature=youtu.be
	1 My song is love unknown,
my Saviour’s love to me,
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.
O who am I, that for my sake 
my Lord should take frail flesh and die?

	2 He came from his blest throne,
salvation to bestow;
but men cared not, and none
the longed-for Christ would know.
But oh, my Friend, my Friend indeed,
who at my need his life did spend!

	3 Sometimes they strew his way,
and his sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day 
hosannas to their King.
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath,
and for his death they thirst and cry.

	4 Here might I stay and sing,
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.
This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading                 Genesis 37:12-36
2nd Bible Reading                Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16
Reflection
The stories of Joseph in the book of Genesis are some of the most well-known and loved in the whole of the Old Testament. At a very basic level it could be said to be a story of an individual overcoming adversity to succeed – a classic tale of the underdog. However, to see Joseph’s life in that way is to miss something very significant. Towards the end of Joseph’s story, in the final chapter of Genesis, we read him saying to his brothers, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.” (Genesis 50:20)
Technically this is sometimes called the doctrine of providence. In other words, God brings about his plans and purposes through the normal actions of human beings, even through what seem to be chance encounters and luck. Let’s look at our Old Testament reading together to see how this works in practice. Jacob tells his son Joseph, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring me word.” (Verse 14) In a sense this seemingly random request sets events in motion that leads to Joseph becoming second in command in Egypt. If Jacob had not asked Joseph to go and see how his brothers were doing then this wouldn’t have happened.
Looking back to what Genesis has already told us about Joseph and his brothers we can see that this wasn’t a good idea. Joseph was his father’s favourite son, and had already given bad reports to his father about the brothers. He had also told them his dreams that spoke of his future greatness, and so they hated him all the more. So Joseph is sent into a dangerous situation around 50 miles away from home. Not only that, but when he gets there his brothers are nowhere to be seen. A random stranger sees Joseph and when asked about where the brothers might be he happens to remember them talking about going on to Dothan. It all seems like a series of random events, but this is God’s plan being worked out.
As we continue we hear about the brothers’ quickly thought through plans to kill Joseph, which are then altered by Reuben. As a result of this Joseph is in just the right place when the Midianite traders come by. The brothers sell him for the going rate for slaves, of 20 pieces of silver, and then they concoct a plan to persuade their father that Joseph is dead. Note what they use to soak Joseph’s coat in blood – a goat (verse 31). This is significant as it’s what Jacob had used to trick his father Isaac into giving him his blessing many years before. Perhaps there’s some divine irony at work here?
We are left with a picture of the distraught father, unconsolable at the apparent death of his favourite son. It looks like a tragic situation with Joseph now a slave down in the land of Egypt, bought by a man called Potiphar. Of course, things get even worse, but let’s not get ahead of ourselves. The reality, though, is that God is in control and is bringing about his plans and purposes even in the midst of seemingly tragic events. To come back to the words of the Apostle Paul that both David Muschamp and Paul Severs looked at over the last couple of weeks, “we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)
We see this being worked out even more perfectly in the life and death of Jesus in our reading from Matthew’s Gospel. Judas agrees to betray Jesus for 30 silver pieces (perhaps that’s inflation at work from Joseph’s time?) Again what others plotted and intended for harm, God meant for the good of all humanity who would believe in his Son, Jesus Christ. Through the betrayal, the arrest, trial, and crucifixion Jesus paid the price for our sins, and brought us into eternal life. God’s providence was again at work even though it didn’t seem like it at the time.
I firmly believe that we need to trust God and his providence in our lives today. In the midst of this global coronavirus pandemic, and our own local restrictions God still knows what he is doing, and intends it all for our good. It can be really hard to see that when we hear or read the news with the daily death count and cases per 100,000 population, but it’s still true. We have a wonderful and certain hope for the future in Jesus, whatever is going on in the here and now. Let us keep our trust in God’s providence in his Son, Jesus for the present and the future. Amen!
Prayers of intercession
Heavenly Father, we come to you today with our prayers for your world, your church and your people.
· We pray for all who are continuing to suffer with Covid-19 whether at home or in hospital. Grant to them peace, strength and healing. In their time of anxiety and difficulty may they know your love and presence.
· We pray too, O Lord, for frontline health care workers. We thank you for their vocational call to serve us.  Keep them safe and healthy, and grant to them energy, wisdom and clarity of mind. Loving God, give them compassion for every patient in their care.
· Gracious God, we pray for Governments and world leaders in the midst of the global situation. Grant to them wisdom and compassion in the decisions they have to make.
· We pray for your church, O Lord. May you continue to build your church, and strengthen your people. Keep us all faithful to your Word and help us to proclaim your Gospel to the world.
· Father, we think too of those who we know who need your help at this time. We pray for our fellow church members, asking that you would grant them an awareness of your presence each day. Help them in making good decisions and keep them following you.
Loving God, we trust that you are good and do good. Teach us to be your faithful people in this time of global crisis. Help us to follow in the footsteps of our faithful shepherd, Jesus, who laid down his life for the sake of love.  These things we ask through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour, Amen.
Prayer of blessing
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant us to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together we may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. May now the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon us all today and every day, amen! (Based on Romans 15:5-6)
