Home Service Sheet for Sunday 2 August 2020
Call to Worship        Psalm 17:1-7
Heavenly Father, you are truly awesome and majestic, and you love us very much.  Thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, and calling us together to celebrate his work.  Please take away the road blocks that stop us from coming to you, and help us to focus on you this morning.  We give you thanks God our Father, for your mercy that reaches out, for your patience that waits our return, and for your love that is always ready to welcome us and bring us home.  You are a faithful God, and you are kind.  Today we want to declare your praise and worship you, and you alone.  This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen!
Sing or read the hymn In heavenly love abiding by Anna L Waring
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sd7GDDSsvk&feature=youtu.be
	In heavenly love abiding, 
No change my heart shall fear; 
And safe is such confiding, 
For nothing changes here; 
The storm may roar without me, 
My heart may low be laid, 
But God is round about me, 
And can I be dismayed? 

	Wherever He may guide me, 
No want shall turn me back; 
My Shepherd is beside me, 
And nothing can I lack: 
His wisdom ever waketh, 
His sight is never dim, 
He knows the way He taketh, 
And I will walk with Him.

	Green pastures are before me, 
Which yet I have not seen; 
Bright skies will soon be o’er me, 
Where the dark clouds have been: 
My hope I cannot measure, 
My path to life is free, 
My Saviour has my treasure, 
And He will walk with me.
	


Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.
1st Bible Reading              Isaiah 55:1-5
2nd Bible Reading             Romans 8:28-30, 35-39
Rom 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? (Written by Paul Severs)
As an evangelical Baptist, I did not often find myself in agreement with the former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams! However, some years ago when we still took a newspaper on Saturdays and Sundays, he wrote the leader in the Sunday Telegraph for Easter Day.
In it he was arguing that Jesus’ resurrection was a guarantee of our resurrection, and he made a very profound point: if God has taken the trouble to send his Son to deal with the sin that prevented me from having a relationship with him, and if through believing in Jesus God has begun a relationship with me in this life, it is impossible to think that he would not continue that relationship in a conscious way beyond my physical death.
He was affirming the correct answer to Paul’s rhetorical question in Romans 8 v35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? - nothing! If we have become the objects of God's particular covenant love in Jesus, not just his general love for all mankind, then HE will never withdraw that love, and Paul emphasises this by listing a number of things that might create such a rift, and declares that not a single one of them is powerful enough to do it - including death itself [v38]
And the reason we can be confident in this is given by Paul in verses 29-30, and it begins with God's eternal foreknowledge [v29]; before even the universe was created, God knew in advance every single human being who would be born - not just knew about them - that is not the meaning of the original word - rather personal acquaintance. And we are told that many such people would be predestined to become like his Son, so that he might have many brothers, and God, many children.
And then Paul spells out the four stages by which many human beings would enter into that eternal relationship of covenant love, namely predestination, calling, justification and glorification. Now many are wary of that first stage: has not God given us free will? Is it not unfair to exclude people from heaven? It is not my intention this morning to enter into a detailed debate; let me say just this: God's word makes it clear that none of us deserves a place in heaven - as Paul said earlier in this letter [3 v 23] all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
As Fred reminded you in June, it is only by God's grace and through faith we receive such a place - not earned or purchased by moral deeds or religious practices - for none of us could achieve that, even if we wished to - left to ourselves, none of us would even choose to meet God's exacting standard of moral and spiritual perfection, even if we could, because we would choose - with such free will as we have - to live for our own pleasure.
One other objection some raise to the belief in God's sovereign election is that it makes evangelism of no purpose; on the contrary - first of all the second stage Paul speaks of is calling, v30 - those whom he predestined he also called - but then as John Stott put it years ago at the Keswick Convention, speaking  of Ephesians 1 v 4 - evangelism discovers God's Elect - and so God's choosing ensures the ultimate success of evangelism!
And once the call is heeded - we will return to this in just a moment - we are then justified - that is made right with God, made acceptable for a relationship with him, fit to be in his presence - and that is all because of what Jesus achieved by his life and death, dying on the cross for our sin, so that we can be cleansed from guilt and forgiven, and so that which barred us from God's friendship is removed, and enabling us to receive a righteousness that we need, Jesus’ own perfect life record, transferred to us.
Paul concludes with something quite astonishing - we must not miss this [v30] - those whom he justified he also glorified - glorifIED - past tense - of course in reality we are NOT yet perfected in glory - that is ‘for a later date’ as it were - but that it will happen, that it is so sure, and nothing can prevent it, God moved Paul to say it as if it already were. God's love is certain, our place in heaven is sure, the finishing of the work of glorifying us to be fit is certain.
Is there then NOTHING for us to do? In one sense, no. God has done all that we need. But does that mean that, if I am one of God's chosen, his Elect, I can just live as I want? Again, as Fred reminded you in June, from Romans 6, emphatically NO! There is the matter of answering God's call. v30 - those whom he predestined he also called - that call must be answered, and just with a military ‘call-up’, answering it has implications!
But the call is free - it is offered to all - just as God spoke to his people of old through Isaiah, in chapter 55 verse 1 - Ho, every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price - what God offers in the call to be saved is priceless - but it is free! You do not have any suitable currency, but you must ‘buy’ - you must come, you must take freely - don’t hunger and thirst any more - come!
So God repeats the call in v3 - Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, and here is the point of the parable of the eating and drinking that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love - there it is again - God's certain love, his covenant love, offered freely if you will simply hear and come. So have you come to Christ? Have you heeded God's call to repent of sin and believe in his Son- trusting in his life to provide you with the righteousness you lack, trusting in his cross for the forgiveness of your sins?
You have, of course, sought to live a life pleasing to God, and you have made a practice of regularly attending church; but has that been as a result of heeding God's call, out of love for him, or as an attempt to earn favour with him? This you cannot do - you must begin by heeding the call, accepting the free gift of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. But what if I am not one of God's Chosen? If you hear God's call and respond, it is because you are! And then nothing else in all creation will be able to separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Prayers of intercession
Gracious and loving God, we come before you now with our prayers for others, knowing that you hear the prayers of your people.
· We pray for all those who are suffering, particularly through the effects of the coronavirus. We pray for your healing and strength for those who have the virus, and we ask for strength and compassion for those treating them and caring for them. We pray too for all who are ill in different ways. Grant them the healing that they need, and remind them of your love.
· We pray too, O God, for our leaders who have difficult decisions to make day by day. We think of our Government and ask that you would give them wisdom and love for the people of the world. Help them to seek the good of others.
· We ask today that you would provide solace and inspiration to all who feel detached from you at this moment. May you help them to once again be aware of your presence with them, and remind them that you have never left them nor forsaken them.
· We thank you, O Lord, for providing us with the time and space that we need to live and breathe physically and spiritually. We thank you that you are patient with us in our own difficulties and doubts, and above all we thank you for always being with us, whether we recognise this or not.
Hear all our prayers today, for we ask them in the precious name of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen!
Prayer of blessing
May God’s blessings surround us each day as we trust him and walk in his ways. May his presence within guard and keep us from sin. May we each go in peace, go in joy and go in love. Amen!
