Home Service Sheet for Sunday 10 May 2020

Call To Worship  Psalm 31:1-5

Loving Heavenly Father, you are my rock of refuge, a very present help in times of trouble. You alone are my shield and from you alone may I gain salvation. It is you, O Lord, who saves me from trouble and from those who hate me. I call out to you today, knowing that you are worthy to receive praise, glory, blessing and power. Help me to be aware of your presence with me in this time now. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

Sing or read When we walk with the Lord by John Henry Sammis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iLFIb_HJY8&feature=youtu.be



	1 When we walk with the Lord
In the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way;
While we do His good will,
He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

	Chorus
Trust and obey,
For there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus,
But to trust and obey.

	2 Not a shadow can rise,
Not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear,
Not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.

	3 Not a burden we bear,
Not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss,
Not a frown or a cross,
But is blest if we trust and obey.

	4 But we never can prove
The delights of His love,
Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favour He shows,
And the joy He bestows,
Are for them who will trust and obey.

	5 Then in fellowship sweet
We will sit at His feet,
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;
What He says we will do;
Where He sends, we will go,
Never fear, only trust and obey.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen.

1st Bible Reading John 14:1-14
2nd Bible Reading 1 Peter 2:2-10

Reflection (Mr Brian Whitcombe)

I often wondered why Robert Baden-Powell chose the words “be prepared” as the motto for the Scout Movement that he founded. As a result of this I looked it up in the Oxford Dictionary and found this longer, clearer version, “Be prepared and willing to do something”. Good advice, not just for Boy Scouts, but for anyone.

In our reading from John’s Gospel, Jesus is preparing and comforting his disciples. “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe (or trust) in God; believe also in me.” (John 14:1 ESV) he says. In our lives we put a lot of trust in various people, perhaps especially family and friends. If we need them, we hope that they will be there for us. However, in Jesus Christ, there is no uncertainty; he will always be there for us!

Thomas questioned Jesus, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” (verse 5). Jesus replied, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (verse 6). Shortly after Philip joined in with the request, “Lord, show us the Father” (verse, to which our Lord responded “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” (verse 9) How many times have we questioned our faith? Jesus is now preparing his disciples, knowing that he is about to start his own journey to Jerusalem, and ultimately Calvary.

In verse 12 Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do”. This is precisely what Peter (and other disciples) would go on to do. In our other Bible Reading from Peter’s First letter, we most likely find him writing from the coastal area bordering the Black Sea. There Christians are suffering on account of their faith in Jesus. Peter, the rock on which the church was built, is now having to lay the foundations here.

Peter describes Jesus Christ as the cornerstone, or vital foundation, on which a spiritual house is being built. As the Psalmist writes, “You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name's sake lead me and guide me, take me out of the net that is hidden for me, for you are my refuge.” (Psalm 31:3-4) May God lead and guide us all for his name’s sake in these difficult times! Amen!

Prayers of intercession

Gracious, and ever-living God, Loving Lord, you alone are my confidence and my blessed assurance. You are the Rock of my salvation and the strength of my life. My hope rests in you for you are my faithful Shepherd and I rejoice in you. Thank You, that Your promises are sure and that your grace is sufficient for all my needs.

o Lord, thank you that your mercies are new every morning, for you are a faithful God. Be with all who doubt and struggle with how to live their lives according to your ways.
o Loving God, thank you that you are my heavenly Father who loves and cares for me. Be with all those who feel unloved and uncared for at this time. I think particularly of those struggling with loneliness. I pray also for all medical professionals, care-givers and frontline workers. Protect them and grant them the strength they need each day.
o Saving God, I thank you that you are my precious Saviour who died for me on the cross that I might receive new life. I pray for those who don’t know you that they may hear the Gospel and respond in faith with repentance for the forgiveness of their sins.
o Father God, I thank you for gently leading me in the path of righteousness and guiding me into all truth. Help those who are seeking direction and meaning at this time find you, the one who is the way, the truth, and the life.

This we pray in the precious name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Prayer of Blessing

Now may you, the God of peace, sanctify me completely. May your Holy Spirit dwell within me this day so that my whole spirit, soul and body may be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be with me and all those whom I love for you, O Lord, are faithful, and you will surely bring it to pass. In Jesus’ name, Amen. (Based on 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24) 

