Good Friday 
Read John 18:1-19:42. This is the apostle John’s account of Jesus’ arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane, his trial before Pilate and his crucifixion at Golgotha. Normally we would spend time together reflecting on these verses in person, either in the annexe at Riddlesden URC, or in Ladyhill Park, Allerton. Some of us may typically have attended other special services such as ‘stations of the cross’. These special services help us to think together about what a Jesus went through on our behalf. 
In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth and everything in them. He placed the first human beings in the Garden at Eden, and gave them one instruction only – don’t eat the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. It was all perfect, but that was soon to change as the serpent tempted Adam and Eve, and they gave in and disobeyed God. The result of this was that we were all cut off from God due to sin. At least 4000 years later God would set things right in another garden, the garden of Gethsemane. It was in this garden that Jesus prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” (Luke 22:42) 
Adam and Eve wanted to be like God, rather than recognise their place as creatures called to be obedient to God. Jesus, God’s son, the Word made flesh, was obedient to his Father, and resisted all temptation for our sakes. Only Jesus has lived on this earth, and yet been without sin. He was both man and God at the same time. Good Friday sees God’s plan to rescue humanity followed through right to the death of his own son, Jesus. He was the only one who could die to pay the price for our sin. 
On the cross we hear Jesus speak several words and under normal circumstances we might take twenty or thirty minutes to consider them all. However, under our present confinement let’s instead focus on one word alone. Jesus said, ‘It is finished’ before bowing his head and giving up his spirit (John 19:30). These words can sound like ones of defeat or despair, but that’s really not what they are at all. In the original Greek it is one word that would be used every day in business settings, and it meant something like, ‘the deal is done’. It’s the verbal equivalent to signing a contract; it was legally binding. 
The Bible tells us that the wages of sin is death. In other words, each time we disobey God (sin) the appropriate punishment we deserve is death. That is why in the Old Testament there are rules and regulations set out for animal sacrifices. In order for individuals to be forgiven their sin (atoned for) a sacrifice had to be made on their behalf. However, this was only ever partial and temporary. In Jesus’ death on the cross, this was no longer necessary. Jesus died once on the cross to pay the price for all of our sins. 
Just as the Israelites had to recognise their sin and turn away from it before making a sacrifice, so we must repent and ask God’s forgiveness for all the wrongs we do. The Israelites trusted that God would do what he said he would do (they had faith in him). In Paul’s letter to the Romans Abraham’s believing God was credited to him as righteousness (being right with God; Romans 4:3). When we trust God in Christ, when we place our faith in Christ alone, it is also credited to us as righteousness, and we are adopted into God’s family. This is the deal that is completed at the cross – ‘It is finished’. 
Of course, the cross is not the end. Without the resurrection the Gospel would not be complete, or as the apostle Paul puts it our faith would be in vain. We have hope for the future because of Jesus’ resurrection. Not only are we forgiven our sin, but we will also be raised with Christ when he returns and we can look forward to eternity living with God on the new earth that he will bring down from heaven (Revelation 21:1-4). Good Friday does focus on darkness and death, but resurrection is coming with the hope of eternity! 
